
Introduction 
 
The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) 
held its Eleventh Sustainable Development Conference 
(SDC) from 1-3 December 2008 in Islamabad, Pakistan. 
Each SDC is designed to be a forum for sharing and ex-
changing dialogues on sustainable development with 
practitioners, civil society and policy-makers. The SDC 
series has been established as a prime Conference in 
South Asia on development issues attracting leading 
intellectuals and policy-makers to come together. The 
overarching theme of the SDPI’s 
Eleventh SDC was Peace and 
Sustainable Development in 
South Asia: Issues and Challeng-
es of Globalization.  
 The Sustainable Development 
Conference (SDC) has charted 
discourses, discussions and par-
adigm shifts that have driven sus-
tainable development policies in 
South Asia, including Pakistan. 
For the past several years, the 
Conference has been showcas-
ing the voices of concerned wom-
en and men in the global South 
and North struggling towards 
sustainable development in all its 
facets. 
 Speakers at the Eleventh 
SDC deliberated on various sus-
tainable development concerns such as where we stand 
in solving the dilemmas of inequality, poverty, climate 
change and energy scarcity, natural resources degrada-
tion, trade liberalization policies, food insecurity, violence 
and conflict, re-writing history, and poor governance. The 
Conference aimed to explore how resolving some of the 
non-conventional security threats may turn into an added 
dividend for peace.  
 This Conference was organized in collaboration with 
the Strengthening Democracy through Parliamentary 
Development (SDPD) along with support from other do-
nors including Action Aid; FES; Oxfam Pakistan; NCCR; 

and HBF. The panel organizers organized 16 panels in 
addition to the opening and closing plenary sessions. 
About 70 panelists participated from nine different coun-
tries in this Conference. Tenth SDC anthology titled 
‘Sustainable Solutions: A Spotlight on South Asian Re-
search’ was also launched at the inaugural session of 
the Conference. 
Inaugural Report 
Welcome Address: In his welcome address at the inau-
gural session of the Eleventh Sustainable Development 
Conference titled "Peace and Sustainable Development 

in South Asia: Issues and Challenges of Globalization" 
organized by the Sustainable Development Policy Insti-
tute (SDPI), Mr. H. U. Beg, Chairperson, Board of Gover-
nors, SDPI, highlighted the two-fold role of SDPI as advi-
sor through research, policy advice and advocacy, and 
its enabling role in providing other individuals and organ-
izations with resource material to take up sustainable 
development agendas and activities.  
 Despite all the financial hardships being faced by the 
development sector of Pakistan in general and inde-
pendent policy research institutes in particular, SDPI has 
managed to conduct research; develop a comprehensive 
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advocacy program based on research 
findings; and organize capacity building 
initiatives to create an enabling environ-
ment so that local capacity for connect-
ing ‘theory into action’ and ‘research 
into policy’ may be developed, stated 
Mr. Beg. 
 While concluding his address, Mr. 
Beg said, “The Conference is also a 
landmark in promoting peace and sus-
tainable development and I sincerely 
hope that the knowledge shared, part-
nerships and linkages built and the 
memories kindled over the next three 
days will be remembered by all of us.” 
  
Introduction to the Conference: In his 
introductory speech, Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, 
Executive Director, SDPI, said that 
"Peace and Sustainable Development 
and Globalization" in a nutshell, repre-
sents the four "Fs" crisis: the fiscal cri-
sis, the crisis of fuel, food 
crisis and the Frontier 
province crisis, presently 
being faced by the region. 
Highlighting SDPI's pro-
gress during the last year, 
he said that the organiza-
tion’s major areas of focus 
were on food security, 
climate change, natural 
resources management, 
costs of conflicts in South 
Asia and its resolution, 
rewriting history of parti-
tions, domestic prepared-
ness for trade liberaliza-
tion, sustainable liveli-
hoods, energy sharing across borders 
and national sustainable development 
strategy.  
 Dr. Suleri pointed out that the SDPI, 
over the years, has and is still support-
ing people’s causes across South Asia, 
be it through “Imagine a New South 
Asia (INSA)” project to provide space 
for people to dream of a South Asia free 
from hunger, poverty, injustice and ine-
qualities or through public and in-
camera consultations with newly elected 
Government on various policy issues. 
“We also campaigned for banning the 
persistent organic pollutants, and for 
linkages of growth with poverty reduc-
tion,” he said. 
 Through Sustainable Development 
Conferences, SDPI has created links, 
coalitions, partnerships and communi-
ties, explained Dr. Suleri. These 
achievements he said, no matter how 
intangible, have led to very effective 

outputs; for instance various regional 
research programs originating from 
SDCs; bridging gaps between the gov-
ernment and non-government sectors; 
and, a space for well informed people 
friendly debate. These debates do not 
only have crucial importance for a coun-
try’s progress, but also has its im-
portance in reassuring the researchers 
that independent research also has an 
audience.   
 
 Remarks by the Chief Guest: While 
addressing the inaugural session, Sena-
tor Raza Rabbani, Federal Minister for 
Inter Provincial Coordination, said that 
in the present scenario, peace and sus-
tainable development is of paramount 
importance and hoped that the three-
day conference will be fruitful and in-
formative for parliamentarians and audi-
ence to look at, read and learn from. He 

said that he was looking forward to-
wards three days of an enlightening, 
enriching, and valuable experience of 
information sharing and finding solu-
tions for the problems hampering sus-
tainable development. 
 Senator Raza Rabbani also said that 
the democratic governments in Pakistan 
and India should not let the non-state 
actors destroy the peace process as 
both the countries are not only commit-
ted to peace and development for their 
peoples but also the peoples across 
South Asia. "We should not let the non-
state actors play with our destiny and 
should not get caught in the blame 
game," the Federal Minister added. 
 Elaborating his government security 
policy, Senator Rabbani stressed that 
we need to look at what his government 
has contributed towards the 'three Ds': 
dialogue, development and deterrence Edited by:  Uzma T. Haroon  
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to cope with the 'four Fs': fiscal, fuel, food, and frontier 
crisis.  
 
Launch of SDC Anthology and Annual Report: At the 
conclusion of the address by Senator Rabbani, the Tenth 
SDC anthology titled Sustainable Solutions: A Spotlight 
on South Asian Research was launched and presented 
to him by Dr. Suleri. A copy of SDPI’s annual report was 
also launched and presented to the chief guest. 
 
Keynote Plenary: 
Delivering his keynote speech on "Challenges of Climate 
Change for Pakistan", Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel, Adviser on 
Environment, SDPI, said that there is a need for finding 
out a joint solution to transform the adversity of climate 
change into an opportunity. Impacts of climate change 
include: extreme weather conditions, prolonged heat 
wave and hurricanes. He shared IPCC’s report that says 
South Asia is most likely the main hot spot to suffer the 
consequences of climate change.  
 The most serious impact of climate change in Paki-
stan will be the net reduction of about 15 to 20% in the 
water of Indus river system which together with the dis-
ruption of the monsoons will seriously damage our food 
and agricultural sector. Given that most of our 23 million 
hectare of cultivable land is located in the semiarid or 
arid and hyper arid zones, reduced irrigation water will 
drastically reduce wheat and rice yields. Reduction of 
water resources in the Indus river system, and erratic 
patterns of monsoon will also lead to lowering the ground 
water level needed for irrigation and drinking.  
 The climate change related impacts, he said, will liter-
ally cripple our food production and threaten livestock 
and dairy productions. The reduced water in the river 
system will also jeopardize hydropower generation and 
require expensive remedial measures such as huge wa-
ter reservoirs to store water in early spring as a result of 
early snowmelt.  
 Mr. Kakakhel emphasized that Pakistan needs to fo-
cus on adaptation, development of infrastructure, and 
renewable energy resources. He said that discussions 
are underway; and it is time for the government to take it 
to the parliament and the success of such efforts will de-
cisively depend on the quality of the studies on the im-
pacts, formulation of appropriate policies and their effec-
tive implementation through active participation of all the 
stakeholders. The challenge is huge, but the price of in-
action is much higher, he cautioned while concluding the 
plenary note. 

Reported by Gulnaz Nisar Bhutta 
PANEL: Climate Change and Food Security 
 
Chair: Mr. Ali Tauqeer Sheikh, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Lead Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Sahib Haq, Senior Program Officer, 
World Food Program, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organizers: Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan; and, Mr. Shakeel 
Ahmad Ramay, Research Assistant, SDPI, Islamabad, 
Pakistan 
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In the session on "Climate Change and Food Security" 
Mr. Ali Tauqeer Sheikh from Lead Pakistan cautioned 
that due to climate change, there would be changes in 
the rain destination and time from monsoon to non-
monsoon areas and increased floods and soil erosion.  
 Ms Nazima Shaheen from SDPI, presented a paper 
on “Potential of Sugarcane Organic Farming in Mitigat-
ing Climate Change: The Case of Pakistan”. She pointed 
out that various opportunities regarding the organic 
farming exist in Pakistan. In order to avail these opportu-
nities, policy action is absolutely necessary for the pro-
motion of organic farming. Moreover, the conversion 
may reduce the environmental, social and economic 
costs and organic farming may be an important contribu-
tor in mitigating climate change. Being a nascent area in 
Pakistan for farmers, various threats are also associated 
with the organic farming, including the fear of low yield, 
limited access to market, and uncertainty about the pre-
mium price offered from the government.  
 She stressed that awareness should be raised 
among the farmers about organic farming and climate 
change by involving federal and local agriculture exten-
sion departments. The Government should provide sub-
sidies during the conversion period. Furthermore, the 
formulation of legislation and policy regarding the organ-
ic farming is absolutely necessary. The government 
should also offer a handsome premium price to compen-
sate the lower yield of organic crop. The private sector 
including non-governmental organizations and donors 
can further play a crucial role in this regard. 
 Presenting a paper on “Climate Change and Food 
Security Nexus in Pakistan”, Mr. Mohsin Iqbal from the 

Global Change Impact Studies Center, Islamabad, dis-
cussed the food security prospects of Pakistan towards 
the end of this century while taking into consideration 
other climate-related and climate-independent parame-
ters. According to this research study, the agriculture 
production system of Pakistan is predominantly irrigated, 
which derives 60-80% of its water from snow and ice 
melt. The large variability of river flows caused by glacier 
melt will make irrigated areas highly vulnerable. Variabil-
ity in frequency and intensity of rainfall will also adversely 
affect productivity of the rain fed areas. 
 His major finding was that the drop in crop yield due 
to rising temperatures is also likely to cause shortfall in 
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wheat production by about 6-8% and rice by about 15-
20% towards the end of this century. We can also face 
the loss in production due to increased frequency and 
intensity of floods and droughts, he stated.  
He pointed out that by improving the methods of produc-
tion, conservation and distribution of food, one could 
achieve food security. Use of latest production technology 
and by adopting the participatory approach to make col-
lective decision-making regarding food security can also 
help to overcome this problem.  
 Ms Fatima Naqvi, Senior Programme Officer, Oxfam, 
Islamabad, while presenting Ms Jaweria Afzal’s  
(Programme Coordinator, Oxfam) paper in absentia from 
Oxfam spoke on “Climate Change Adaptation and Risk 
Management in the Context of Pakistan”. The inclusion of 
climatic risks in the design and implementation of devel-
opment initiatives is vital to reduce vulnerability and en-
hance sustainability, she said. While discussing the adap-
tation to climate change at various levels, she said that at 
the community level, the hazards of climate change 
(floods, droughts, hurricanes, erratic rainfall, and rising 
sea levels, the result of human-induced global warming) 
could be minimized by reducing the extent or minimizing 
the risk itself. At the country level, the government can 
play a vital role while building the national consensus on 
climate change. Moreover, the efforts should be taken to 
better integrate the issue in development planning. Vul-
nerability assessments at regular basis to record and ad-
dress the current and changing vulnerability context of 
poor communities can be another measure to cope with 
the issue of climate change. At the regional level in Asia, 
common reporting mechanism on adaptation strategies 
and measures should be developed. Capacity of region 
on this issue can be built via strengthening education, 
and related efforts aimed at raising public awareness 
through the ongoing regional and sub-regional initiatives 
such as SAARC. 
 Mr. Muhammad Aslam from the Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture presented a research study on 
“Understanding Climate Change to Ensure Food Security: 
An Appropriate Approach”. He discussed the impacts of 
climate change, food system vulnerability and adaptation 
strategies. He concluded that the crop simulation model 
as an agronomic tool could be successfully used to un-
derstand crop bio-dynamism, climate and crop manage-
ment simultaneously to explore the potential yield of a 
crop in a given environment.  
 
Discussion 
 Mr. Sahib Haq from the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO) discussed the issue of climate change in 
detail. He said that due to increase in rainfall, there is a 
possibility of increase in plant diseases. 
During the question answer session, it was emphasized 
that there should be a cost benefit analysis of both organ-
ic and conventional farming.    
 In the end, Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Ramay from SDPI 
launched the Youth Climate Network. The mission of this 
network is to create awareness and also to motivate the 
future leaders to take action against climate change.  

Reported by Nazima Shaheen 
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PANEL: Managing Conflict through Trade: The Case 
of Pakistan and India 
 
Chair: Dr. Pervez Tahir, Government College University, 
Lahore, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Ejaz Haider, The Friday Times and, 
Daily Times, Lahore, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan, Visiting Re-
search Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Dr. Pervez Tahir from the Government College Universi-
ty, Lahore, emphasized the agenda of the panel on trade 
and conflict by signifying the importance of trade be-
tween India and Pakistan. He pointed out that the topic 
combined economics, politics and a few more areas and 
may be looked as a means of promoting peace. Dr. Ta-
hir, while highlighting the prevailing ideas of trade, spoke 
on the importance of intra-region trade known to gener-
ate the maximum benefit. He further said that commodi-
ties like energy and services could have good prospects 
in the region. Given country’s energy shortage, Pakistan 
can focus on trading solar panels and solar cookers, 
which are cheaper in India. He also suggested a trade of 
books as another area for Indo-Pak trades.  
 Dr. Siddhartha Mitra, Director (Research), of Consum-
er Unity Trust Society (CUTS) International, explored this 
issue from two angles his in paper titled “Of Peace and 
Trade Dividends: The Case of Pakistan and India”, dis-
cussed the possibility of future enhanced trade-based 
relationships between India and Pakistan. 
 Dr. Siddhartha Mitra visualized the future prospects of 
enhanced trade relationship between the two neighbor 

countries. The objective of his paper was to identify the 
pitfalls, which might impede and shortchange the benefi-
cial evolutionary process. He examined the ongoing tri-
partite trade partnership building process between India 
and Pakistan, as a crucial medium for the evolution and 
strengthening of Indo-Pak economic ties. In Stage 1, one 
can envision Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreements (CEPAs) reached between a) India and Sri 
Lanka, and b) Sri Lanka and Pakistan, as well as freer 
trade between India and Pakistan. These arrangements 
would result in an integrated sub-continental product 
market benefiting each country in terms of additional em-
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ployment opportunities, enhanced efficiency in production 
facilitated by exploitation of scale economies and accom-
panying foreign direct investment (FDI), and access to a 
larger market. Being party to two CEPAs, Sri Lanka 
would gain relatively more than India and Pakistan in the 
first stage.   
 Stage 1 would lead to greater interaction between In-
dian and Pakistani entrepreneurs due to freer trade and 
direct Indian and Pakistani investment facilitated by CE-
PAs in Sri Lanka. Such interaction would create a de-
mand for a CEPA between India and Pakistan so that 
each country can gain from the other’s comparative ad-
vantage in niche areas, as well as advantages in availa-
bility of inputs. The implementation of the CEPA between 
India and Pakistan would constitute Stage 2 in the evolu-
tion of economic relations between the two countries. 
This would generate investment and employment in both 
India and Pakistan.  
 The transition from stage 2 to 3 would see increased 
demand for labor mobility across the three countries, 
which would be stimulated by increased flows of FDI in-
volving just the three mentioned countries as both 
sources and destinations. Such dynamics would pave the 
way for an agreement on free mobility of skilled labor 
among these countries resulting in increased employment 
opportunities, enhanced growth and people-to-people 
contacts finally leading to greater peace and prosperity in 
the subcontinent. 
 Dr. Mitra advocated that the only solution to India and 
Pakistan relationships is more people-to-people contacts 
and more trade. He pointed out, “Only when the people of 
both countries get to understand each other through 
greater contact and greater trade will there be peace in 
the region.”  
 Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan, Visiting Research Fellow at 
SDPI, in his paper titled “Bilateral Pathways to Regional 
Integration: The Case of Pakistan and India” shed light on 
the factors responsible for unstable relationships between 
Pakistan and India. Dr. Khan’s presentation was derived 
from a book titled “Regional Trade Integration and Con-
flict Resolution”, edited by Dr. Khan himself.  
 Dr. Khan specifically highlighted the South Asia per-
spective in his presentation. For his presentation, two 
studies from within the book were combined: relevant 
Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) in South Asia; and, 
the second study examined how critical bilateral relations 
are to the process of regional integration and conflict miti-
gation.  
 Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan’s research work revolved 
around the bilateral non-trade relationship between India 
and Pakistan as a core subject that negatively influenced 
the possible increase in trade activities among the two. 
Discussing the uneven and tense Pakistan-India relation-
ship, he claimed that the reason for perpetual tensions 
and intermittent conflict between the two countries was 
embedded in the democracy deficit in Pakistan that en-
sured the military’s predominance in foreign policy formu-
lation and sustained the traditional national security para-
digm. The democracy deficit had reinforced other bilateral 
contentions. Political tensions have held trade relations 
hostage, and despite complementarities, trade flows were 
miniscule. While a number of trade agreements had been 
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concluded, recurring political tensions had undermined 
them.  
 Dr. Khan highlighted that there was a significance of 
recent and rapid development of RTAs in resolution of 
conflict and peace building both within and between 
states. In the last 15 years, close to 250 RTAs had been 
notified to WTO. In the last 18 months, 43 RTAs were 
notified, the drivers were heterogeneous, they reflect a 
broader array of economic political social and cultural 
forces, their drivers could be endogenous to the region or 
they could be originated outside as well. RTAs could 
have their origin in new markets, in trade opportunities; 
they could be the result of attempts to establish counter-
vailing negotiating power especially when a region was 
frustrated with multilateral trade negotiations via the 
WTO; they could be an outcome of the effort to curb ille-
gal trade. Political forces and strategic considerations 
could also shape them or in a more benign sense they 
could have socio-cultural roots.  
 The heterogeneity of RTAs illustrated that they pro-
moted far more than just trade or economic integration in 
the region. They could be seen as a means to achieve 
both socio-economic development, and political stability 
in the region.  
 While explaining the relationship of conflict and trade, 
Dr. Khan highlighted that the subject borrowed principally 
from two theories, classical trade theory and international 
relation theory. The classical trade theory argued for 
peace benefits for member countries. RTAs brought polit-
ical stability through increased economic interdepend-
ence. Within countries, increased domestic activity re-
duced unrest in its population; however, international 
relations theory presented opposing possibilities. It stated 
that high interdependence could either be peace or war 
inducing depending on the expectations of future trade. 
Countries with long-term trade relationship agenda may 
dampen the impetus for conflict but in scenarios where 
one country is derived greater benefits from trade as 
compared to its counterpart then that could be a tension 
point. In case of India and Pakistan it was seen that it 
was the illegal trade that was generating benefits for the 
poorer segments of the society.  
 Unlike the EU and South America, in Asia and Africa 
there was little evidence of political stability despite the 
existence of RTA. Three RTAs were noteworthy in South 
Asia, namely, South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation (SAARC), South Asian Preferential Trade 
Agreement (SAPTA), and South Asian Free Trade 
Agreement (SAFTA). SAARC approach to integration 
embrace social, political, cultural and economic aspects, 
while, SAPTA and SAFTA focused specifically on trade 
and economic issues. 
 Dr. Khan stressed that based on the empirical evi-
dence collected from his research, the potential for intra 
regional trade exists. There were promising prospects to 
this perspective, as highlighted earlier by Dr. Siddhartha 
Mitra, that the actual volume of trade had been accelerat-
ing between the two countries and range of products en-
compassed tea, coffee, cotton, rubber, textile, engineer 
goods, etc.  
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Discussion 
 Discussant Mr. Ejaz Haider, while appreciating both 
the presentations, said that the very fact that a panel had 
been put together at the Conference to discuss a concept 
like RTAs, which in itself is good, means that there were 
some deficiencies or discrepancies somewhere or some 
externalities that influence negatively the intrinsic value of 
something, which was otherwise good. Mr. Haider said 
that the presentations addressed the causalities of the 
issue effectively.  
 Mr. Haider, recalling his discussion during his trip to 
Jammu and Kashmir in 2004, highlighted that the locals 
of Srinagar take on the solution in order to mitigate the 
conflict by opening the LoC (Line of Control) for trading 
between India and Pakistan. Sub regional trade between 
the two Punjabs and the two sides of Kashmir, could be 
considered.  
 With an up-flow of nationalism and the fact that both 
the nations are nuclear power states, mitigation of conflict 
seemed to be difficult through trade. But Mr. Haider fo-
cused on a need to look at the nature of political parties in 
Pakistan. They are weak and not evolved enough to cre-
ate the kind of democratic dividends internally, which al-
lowed democracy to move beyond the formalism of pro-
cedures to a more substantial manifestation of it. Over a 
period of time one saw an increase in number of items 
being traded, not all is lost. There are hurdles but initia-
tives were being taken and constant trials help in under-
standing and resolving the issues.  
 In the question and answer session, Ms Deepti Maha-
jan from India reinforced Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan’s point 
that one needs to see trade as a facilitator of peace build-
ing. With trading one could look at the building of con-
stancies of trade communication, which were involved in 
the process building stake for peace in both the countries, 
she said. She further insisted that trade needs to be seen 
as a block in peace building process rather than an ele-
ment that may or may not lead to conflict. Dr. Siddhartha 
Mitra further added that once trade was put into motion, it 
could have a dampening effect on conflict in spirit.  

Reported by Imrana Niazi and Maqsood Jan 
 
PANEL: Rewriting History I—The Two Partitions 
(1947 & 1971) 
 
Chair: Dr. Rasul Bakhsh Rais, Professor, Political Sci-
ence, Lahore University of Management  Sciences, 
Lahore, Pakistan 
Discussant: Prof. Sarfraz Khan, Area Study Centre, 
Peshawar University, Peshawar, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Mr. Ahmad Salim, Senior Research 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
In the panel on Rewriting History I-The Two Partitions 
(1947 & 1971), Mr. Asif Farrukhi, recipient of Tamgha-e-
Imtiaz, a Pakistani doctor, editor, writer and translator, 
said that the Partition of India has been studied and ana-
lyzed from several perspectives ranging from the socio-
political to the literary. As a subject, it emerges as an im-
portant literary theme for the major writers of the period. 
His paper titled “Once Upon a Partition: Fictional Worlds 
of Qurratulain Hyder and Intizar Husain” offered a critique 
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of the most widely held view which categorizes "literature 
of the riots" (Fasadat Kay Afsaney in Urdu), especially 
the evaluation of the work of Saadat Hasan Manto, Ur-
du's greatest short fiction writer; and, Krishan Chandra 
by critics of the period including Muhammad Hassan As-
kari and Mumtaz Shirin.  
 He said that the literature produced around the events 
of riots or Partition is prone to manipulation for reasons, 
which have less to do with literature and more with ideo-
logical positioning of the critics involved. Partition had 
been written as a story, a tale which needed to be told; 
and then we see the Partition as the frame of stories as it 
provides the reference for an assessment of particular 
stories. This change marks a turn in the fortunes of the 
Partition.    
 Showing his disagreement over the one-sided ac-
counts in the recorded history, Mr. Ahmed Salim, a sen-
ior research associate of SDPI, said that our written his-
tory is full of biases, state ideologies, untruthfulness and 
inaccuracies. Presenting his research on “Partition of 

1947 – Four Case Studies”,  he explained that in order to 
counter these problems and to provide unbiased infor-
mation to our next generations, SDPI launched a re-
search project two years ago titled "Re-writing History: 
The Two Partitions" that was based on documenting oral 
accounts and people's prospects. 
 During this research, he said, the most amazing find-
ing was the difference in perception of Partition among 
the four provinces; for example, Punjab described it as 
communal riots. There were many people who admitted 
that they killed Hindus because of economic reasons. 
Hindus were landowners and moneylenders while poor 
class of peasants were mostly Muslims and owed them 
money. Muslims wanted to get rid of their debts and feu-
dalism. However, on the other hand, there were many 
stories telling stories of peace and harmony between the 
three communities.   
 He added that our written history, including the histori-
ography of Partition, suffers from one-sided accounts, 
state ideologies, biased judgments, untruthfulness and 
inaccuracies. To counter these ailments, the oral ac-
counts based on people’s perspective were needed to 
incorporate accounts into re-writing history of the Parti-
tion. 
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 Mr. Harris Khalique, CEO, Strengthening Participatory 
Organization (SPO), presented a few excerpts from his 
book on "Writing Unfinished Histories: Collecting Narra-
tives on People and Places". He said that it is impossible 
to reconcile and forget the pain and anguish of the Parti-
tion; but the two parties can always be open about dis-
cussions and give vent to their feelings, so that the griev-
ances and misunderstandings do not culminate and result 
in violent eruptions.  
 He pointed out that the book, ‘Unfinished Stories’, 
which he co-authored with Rohini Kohli, is a collection of 
stories that they heard from different people of South 
Asian origin. The idea behind this endeavor was to pre-
sent simple stories of people, their collection of suffering 
and intense feeling, stirred up frequently by the memories 
of the Partition of the Indian subcontinent. Partition 
brought up question of identity, language, citizenship, 
cultural divides and exclusion. For instance, Bengali-
Punjabi in the context of East and West Pakistan, Karachi
-Lahore in terms of culture and politics, Delhi-Mumbai in 
terms of power and prestige, Urdu-Punjabi in the context 
of linguistic rights, Sindhi-Muhajirs by way of civil and 
economic rights, Indian-Pakistani in the UK characterized 
in the name of religion and South Asian history, all came 
into fold.   
 
Discussion 
 In the end, Dr. Sarfraz Khan concluded the discussion 
session saying that Partition was an anomaly of the dis-
course between the powerful and the oppressive. The 
presentations and the research papers brought out the 
aspirations of the weak sections of the society. He stated 
that the tradition of oral history writing is not common in 
this part of the world. The generation who witnessed Par-
tition would not be available a few more years down the 
line. He appreciated the effort to preserve their eyewit-
ness accounts.  He also said that these efforts would, if 
not fully, but definitely partly heal our wounds of the Parti-
tion.  

Reported by Gulnaz Nisar Bhutta 
 
PANEL: Rewriting History II—The Religious Minori-
ties 
 
Chair: Dr. Tariq Rahman, Director, Institute of Paki-
stan Studies, Quaid-e-University, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Asif Farrukhi, Editor, Duniyazad, Kara-
chi, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Mr. Ahmad Salim, Senior Research 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Dr. Tariq Rehman chaired the panel on Rewriting History 
II—The Religious Minorities while Mr. Asif Farrukhi was 
its discussant. There were three speakers in this session:  
Mr. Rasul Bakhsh Rais, Professor of Political Science at 
the Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore; 
Mr. Mehboob Sada, Director of Christian Study Center, 
Rawalpindi; and, Mr. Ahmed Salim, Senior Research As-
sociate, SDPI, Islamabad. 
 In his paper titled “Identity Politics and Minorities in 
Pakistan”, Dr. Rasul Bakhsh Rais said that in Pakistan, 
the relationship between religion and state remains un-
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clear. The question about what type of Pakistan polity 
should be, whether liberal, democratic or Islamic, evokes 
different responses. He further elaborated that the politi-
cal question of the majority versus the minority becomes 
salient and troublesome even in a society with a single 
dominant religion. This issue is a great divisive force in a 
country, where religion is the source of political legitima-
cy or the basis of a state’s identity. Religion may turn out 
to be a dangerous political weapon when majority reli-
gious communities attempt to shape culture, social insti-
tutions or the state itself, according to their specific belief 
system. 
 He stated that one should learn from history of bitter 
religious feuds and that the neutrality of the state be-
comes the central element of theorizing about the mod-
ern nation state. “But in some states, such as Pakistan, 
the role of religion is not a settled issue which greatly 
impacts the statecraft, the status and rights of minorities, 
and the larger question of internal peace and security,” 
he pointed out. 
 He argued that the common political strands of identi-
ty politics, state formation processes, and Islamic radical-
ism have caused the marginalization of religious minori-
ties, created sectarianism among Muslim sects and con-
tributed to a wider problem of structured intolerance at 
the social level. He said that the construction of identity 
politics has marginalized the minorities and created a 
new religious minority, which are Ahmadis.  He was of 
the opinion that through a parliamentary act, the govern-
ment deliberately segregates the minorities from the 
mainstream line. He strongly criticized the issuance of 
separate electorates, political otherness, and blasphemy 
laws for minorities, which are causing religious intoler-
ance in the country.   
 The second speaker, Mr. Ahmed Salim from SDPI, 
while presenting his paper, “Revisiting the Religious Mi-
norities of Pakistan”, said that minorities contributed 
enormously in saving and protecting the lives of Muslim 
and Hindu immigrants during 1947 besides voting posi-
tively in a crucial election to include Lahore in Pakistan. 
He proposed the formation of an independent Minority 
Rights Commission. He further discussed the Islamic 
perspective regarding the role and rights of religious mi-
norities, highlighting the constitutional safeguards and 
issues of social, economic and political participation; and, 
the challenges and prospects of inter-faith dialogue in 
Pakistan. 
 Mr. Mehboob Sada, Director, Christian Study Center, 
urged for inter-faith dialogues to build positive relation-
ship between different religious groups while sharing his 
presentation on “Managing Christian-Muslim Relations in 
Pakistani Setting”. He pointed out that Muslims and 
Christians are not effectively participating in addressing 
different problems like extremism, mistrust, misconcep-
tions, weaknesses, lack of proper representation and 
authority. These problems can be addressed within the 
framework comprising of tolerance, respect, sincere pre-
paredness and loyalty to the faith. The success of inter-
faith dialogue depends much on its agenda. The agree-
ment of participants on common points of agenda such 
as universal truth, trans-culture values and spiritual satis-
faction can be helpful in achieving the goals for which 
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interfaith dialogue has been initiated, stressed Mr. Sada. 
 
Discussion 
 Dr. Tariq Rehman from the Quaid-e-Azam University, 
Pakistan, deplored that society has a very low level of 
acceptance for minority rights. The state policy regarding 
minority rights should be reviewed, he said, adding that 
true representative democracy and constitutional politics 
were the best institutional tools to protect and advance 
the interests of religious minorities.  
 He explained that Pakistan’s founding father envi-
sioned an enlightened Muslim state with equality among 
all citizens, yet the state has been increasingly Islamized 
at the expense of non-Muslim minorities. There are mod-
erate streams of Islam active within Pakistan but Islamists 
or 'extreme Islam' has gained influence within society and 
at the political level. This has deteriorated the situation to 
the extent where managing minority-majority, specifically 
Muslim-Christian, relations has become a delicate task. 
 Further he stated that minority rights law has weak-
ened the status of non-Muslims socially, legally, and eco-
nomically. Christians and other non-Muslims suffer seri-
ous inequalities in a Pakistani society. Harassment of 
individuals is not uncommon while instances of violence 
against churches and other Christian organizations and 
communities continue to occur. He opinioned that attitude 
of the government increases hate elements among mi-
nority and majority groups, and their representatives have 
further widened this gulf. The need of the time is to de-
vise a strong strategy to develop an understanding be-
tween Christian and Muslim communities.  
 As a concluding remark, he further stressed that there 
is a need for a dialogue between not only the Muslim and 
Christian communities but also among other religious 
communities. He emphasized that Islam is a pluralistic 
religion that always considers dialogue and legitimate 
attitude. However, Muslims and Christians are not effec-
tively participating in addressing the different problems 
like extremism, mistrust, misconceptions, weaknesses, 
lack of proper representation and authority. These prob-
lems can be addressed within the framework comprising 
of tolerance, respect, sincere preparedness and loyalty to 
the faith. He urged that the success of interfaith dialogue 
depends much upon its agenda. The agreement on com-
mon points of agenda such as universal truth, trans-
culture values and spiritual satisfaction can be helpful in 
achieving the goals for which interfaith dialogue has been 
initiated. 

Reported by Rufus Kamran 
 
PANEL: Costs of Conflict in South Asia 
 
Chair:  Mr. Etrat Rizvi, Member BoG, SDPI, Islamabad, 
Pakistan 
Discussant: Dr. Ayesha Siddiqa, Research Analyst, Is-
lamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Dr. A. H. Nayyar, Research Fellow, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
In the panel on Costs of Conflict in South Asia, renowned 
scholars shed light on the various aspects of conflict over 
the social, economic and political scenario of South Asia. 
The chair of this session was Mr. Itrat Rizvi, member 
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Board (BoG) of Governors, SDPI, Islamabad. The pan-
el’s discussant was Dr. Aysha Siddiqa, Research Analyst 
from Islamabad.  
 Dr. Bishnu Raj Upreti, Regional Coordinator of Swiss 
National Center of Competence in Research (NCCR) 
North-South based in Khatmandu (Nepal), and actively 
engaged in teaching and research in the field of resource 
and environmental conflict and development, presented 
his paper on an on-going research  in Nepal titled “Armed 
Conflict and Tourism: Cost and Consequences in Nepal”. 
Dr. Upreti in his paper explored the impact of Maoist 
armed struggle on the tourism economy. He said that 
tourism normally is perceived as a contributor to econom-
ic growth in Nepal. In his presentation, he focused on the 
consequences of armed conflict in Nepal and highlighted 
facts about its negative impact on the economy. Tourism 
is one of the mechanisms to address the root causes of 
conflict and social tension such as poverty, injustice, in-
equity and marginalization. It also accelerates peace and 
harmony, he pointed out. 
 A number of conflict related activities like political 
strikes, curfews, intimidations, forceful shut downs of big 
multinational companies and negative travel warnings 
issued by foreign affairs departments of tourist generat-
ing countries and unrealistic international media cover-
age became compelling reasons behind the fall in 
Nepal’s image from a peaceful tourist land to an insecure 
destination. 
 Because of the conflict, many lives were lost and 
economy got badly hurt. During the conflict, all major 
sectors suffered badly and tourism was no exception. 
However, not a single tourist was intentionally harmed or 
seriously injured or killed. Making tourism sustainable 
can enhance peace in Nepal. 

 Dr. Nathalène Reynolds from the University of Paris I, 
Panthéon-Sorbonne, France, presented her paper on 
“India and the Political and Ideological Utility of the Kash-
mir Question”.  Indian Government gave up the path of 
negotiation, argued Dr. Reynolds. She further said that 
both countries were ready for negotiations on economic 
and energy issues while the Indian army is stationed in 
Jammu-Kashmir for the past over 50 years badly hurting 
the Indian budget. 
 Ms Sulava Piya, Research Officer, NCCR North-
South, Kathmandu, Nepal, presented her research paper 
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on “Armed Conflict in Nepal and its Impact on Girls: A 
Qualitative Analysis of Risks and Vulnerabilities in Kath-
mandu and Nepalgunj”. Her study specifically focused 
girls between the ages of 15 and 25 years. The paper 
was based on a few case studies and focus group discus-
sions done in Nepalgunj, Khathmandu, Icta  Nagar, and 
VDC of the study revealed that during the political turmoil 
in Nepal,  600,000 people got displaced. Majority of the 
displaced girls were found to be vulnerable to abuses. In 
Nepalgunj, the girls migrated with families and were not 
engaged in any major income generating activities. The 
girls in Khathmandu were thus vulnerable to harassment 
and other forms of abuse. In Rajhena camp in Nepalgunj, 
some girls admitted feeling insecure. In VDC, girls were 
more active and smarter. They lived in a community. The 
girls suffered both during and after the war and this has 
brought change in their attitudes. 
 Mr. Faisal Nadeem Gorchani, Associate Coordinator 
Advocacy, SDPI, Islamabad, presented his paper on 
“Costs of Balochistan Conflict”. Despite the formation of 
nationalist coalition government in Balochistan followed 
by many confidence-building measures by the present 
civilian federal government after general elections in early 
2008, the province continues to suffer from a military op-
eration, and an active insurgency by nationalists, he 
pointed out. He said that the Baloch resistance move-
ment had had a negative impact on the country’s econo-
my. In his study he highlighted the tremendous economic, 
political, psychological costs caused by the conflict to the 
Baloch. 
 
Discussion 
 In the question and answer session, most of the ques-
tions were asked from Mr. Faisal Gorchani. Replying to 
all the questions, he explained that there is no external 
involvement in Balochistan conflict and one has to look at 
one’s own internal factors, which are responsible for the 
present situation. Replying to another question, he said, 
the reason for Pashtoon and Baloch development varies 
within Balochistan. Pashtoons are living in urban areas 
and they are mainly associated with trade and business. 
Balochs are living in rural and slum communities and due 
to lack of civic amenities, lag behind the Pashtoon in Bal-
ochistan. He said that Baloch attacks on state properties 
should not be considered as anti-state activities but as 
their resentment against the exploitation of the unequal 
distribution of resources and facilities. Furthering answer-
ing a query, he said that establishment of cantonment 
cannot bring socio-economic and human development in 
the area, but could only be the development of the mili-
tary. 

Reported by Rufus Kamran 
 
Brainstorming Session  
Democracy: An Agenda for Change 
 
Moderator and Organizer: Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
A brainstorming session was held to discuss ‘Democracy’ 
as an ‘Agenda for Change’. It was especially organized in 
collaboration with the UNDP project, Strengthening De-
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mocracy through Parliamentary Development. Parlia-
mentarians, people from the development sector, retired 
and serving government officials, journalists and a di-
verse group of the civil society members were among the 
participants who brainstormed on the issue of democracy 
and the possibilities of bringing about a change through 
it, with reference to Pakistan.  
 The discussion was based on and revolved around 
three main questions that were floated by the moderator, 
Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director of SDPI. These 
questions were: (1) Can we have peace in the non-
democratic arena? (2) Have the goals been achieved 
through democracy? (3) What role can the civil society 
play for the promotion of democracy?   
 An overwhelming majority of the participants believed 
that democracy indeed was the solution for bringing 
about change. However, some of them stressed more on 
the need to understand its prerequisites. Whereas, an-
other group of proponents of democracy believed that 
Pakistan needs a democracy that is acceptable and un-
derstandable to its own people. Arguing for democracy, a 
participant underscored that in democratic governments, 
people have the choice as well as the chance to show 
door to the elected representatives if they fail to deliver. 
He further added that nevertheless, it is also a fact that 
successive democratic governments in Pakistan have 
greatly disappointed their people by not doing much with 
regard to education, women’s rights and other important 
issues of human security. He lamented that this is what 
actually disillusions people.       
 Participants who dispelled the idea of democracy be-
ing essential for bringing change argued that as long as 
democracy in Pakistan is marred with dynastic politics; 
the feudal and Sardari systems; and inequality between 
the federating units, it cannot bring change.    
Some people highlighted the active and effective role 
played by the media and believed that it is solely carrying 
the entire burden for bringing about change through its 
own ways of checks and accountability.  
 Economic empowerment, tolerance/respecting diver-
sity, reconciliation, and redistribution of resources, institu-
tional strengthening, merit and accountability were the 
key elements highlighted by the participants for promot-
ing and improving democracy. Many of them also 
stressed on the need to have a pressure group by the 
civil society to ensure accountability and merit. Whereas 
others believed that acting responsible at individual as 
well as collective levels can contribute very positively 
towards bringing change.   

Reported by Kiran Habib 
 
PANEL: Pro-Poor Environmental Fiscal Reforms 
 
Chair: Dr. Aurangzeb Khan, Chief/PD, Establishment of 
Environment Section, Planning Commission, Islamabad, 
Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Thushara Ranasinghe, Senior Program 
Officer, IUCN, Sri Lanka 
Panel Organizer: Ms Mehnaz Ajmal Paracha, Research 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Dr. Aurangzeb Khan started the session with the view 
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that Environmental Fiscal Reforms (EFR) is one of the 
dimensions of the new program of the Planning Commis-
sion of Pakistan. He regretted that the policy makers do 
not yet appreciate it although it is the dire need of the 
hour.  
 Ms Rebecca Robert, Senior Program Officer of 
IUCN, Sri Lanka, gave her presentation on “Conceptual 
Framework of Pro-Poor Environmental Fiscal Reforms in 
Pakistan”. Her paper was the output of the project on pro-
poor environmental fiscal reforms carried out by IUCN in 
collaboration with Sustainable Developing Policy Institute 
and Pakistan Institute of Development Economics, and 
financed by Swiss Agency for Development and Cooper-
ation. The main objective of the project was to promote 
pro-poor environmental fiscal reforms in developing coun-
tries generally and in Pakistan specifically in order to 
build coalitions for change and to explore options that 
would provide local governments with alternative means 
of raising revenue to meet poverty reduction and develop-
ment objectives. The reasons behind this initiative were 
that developing countries are not transparent nor does 
the policy focus the poor.  
 In order to focus on poverty reduction, environmental 
protection and improvement, Ms Robert emphasized the 
need for pro-poor environmental fiscal reforms in Paki-
stan by giving three important messages in her paper. 
The first message was that environment has important 
links with poverty.  In her paper she highlighted the fact 
that poor people are directly linked with the eco-system 
and the related services and depends upon governance 
system of the country in getting benefit from the ecosys-
tem related services and resources. The eco-system ser-
vices or human activities are one of the major causes of 
environmental/ecosystem degradation which in-turn link 
with climate change. The paper stressed upon the strate-
gic and urgent need of measuring and recognizing the 
economic values of eco-system services. It was also 
pointed out that the gross national saving in Pakistan can 
be cut by half if costs of natural resource depletion, pollu-
tion and consumption are factored in policies related to 
the accounting of ecological services. 
 The second message was that environmental fiscal 
reform is one measure to bridge these links. In the imple-
mentation of environmental fiscal reforms, generally a 
bundle of common instruments can be used to address 
the market failure. In the EFR, the government has to act 
as an “owner” for the correction of prices of environmen-
tal goods by imposing taxes on public natural resources 
extraction and pollution, as well as act as a “referee” be-
tween the consumer and producer, through the implica-
tion of user charges or fees. While the poverty aspect can 
be considered by reflecting the “right” prices of the ser-
vices i.e. water and solid waste, as well as by correcting 
the inequalities through the removal of perverse subsidies 
and tax breaks on harmful environmental production 
practices.   
 Through her third message she recognized the fact 
that EFR is a gradual process and chaotic realities can 
hinder the process, e.g. the issues of scavengers, refu-
gees, type of subsidies, etc.  
 Dr. Usman Mustafa, Chief of Training and Project 
Evaluation Division, Pakistan Institute of Development 
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Economics, Quaid-e-Azam University Campus, Islama-
bad, Pakistan, presented his paper on “Safe Drinking 
Water, Consumer’s Preferences, Practices, and their 
Willingness to Pay in Urban and Rural Abbottabad”. The 
objectives of the paper was to estimate the poverty, un-
derstand the status, consumers’ preferences, practices 
and willingness to pay for the safe drinking water (SDW) 
and to calculate the potential revenue from the provision 
of SDW, with policy recommendation for the supply of 
adequate and SDW with special reference to Environ-
mental Fiscal Reforms. One of the major findings of the 
study was that overall 16% people in the surveyed area 
are living below the poverty line. A large number of poor 
households (both rural and urban) have limited access to 
SDW; there is no proper distribution, management and 
monitoring mechanisms both at the source of water and 
consumer’s end. Besides this the other major problem 
identified was that the ground water is contaminated due 
to defective distribution lines, rusted and leaking pipes, 
pipes passing within sewerage lines, improper solid 
waste disposal and stagnant water. Both water services 
and quality is of value to the people and in urban area 
households has more WTP for water services as com-
pared to people living in rural areas.  More than 70% of 
the surveyed households were willing to pay, on average 
PKR 58 per month for the provision of adequate, im-

proved and safe drinking water supply. An estimated 
amount of PKR 18,074,424 per year can be collected as 
potential revenue from SDW supply in District Abbotta-
bad. In the paper many significant recommendations 
were given for the improvement of the sector, however, 
the development of multi-disciplinary approach to water 
management, public private partnership and involvement 
of all stakeholders in the reform process were highly em-
phasized. 
 Ms Mehnaz Ajmal Paracha, Research Associate, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, while speaking 
on “Pro-poor Environmental Fiscal Reforms in Quarrying 
and Mining Sector in District Abbottabad” said that the 
main objective of the research paper was to explore the 
linkages between environmental pollution, degradation 
from quarrying and mining industry and poverty for the 
identification and development of potential legal and insti-
tutional frameworks for more responsible environmental 
practices and enforcement of existing legislation. Lack of 
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institutional coordination, transparency, accountability, 
technical know-how, proper data, interest of foreign in-
vestors, interest of the stakeholders in environmental is-
sues and policy cohesiveness were the key concerns 
identified in addition to decentralization, understaffing of 
the regional directorate of mines and minerals, etc. Al-
most 50% of the people (including the labor and local 
communities) in the surveyed area are living below the 
poverty line of US $ 2 per day. Most of the people are 
compelled to work in the mines as unskilled labor due to 
their socio-economic conditions. The major advantage of 
the sector for the poor is that it provides them employ-
ment opportunities (86%).   Quarrying and mining activi-
ties impact the environment by directly devastating the 
ecology and natural resources and indirectly by disquiet-
ing the health and livelihood of workers and the poor 
communities. The paper while discussing the poverty en-
vironment nexus says that poor people become more 
vulnerable due to reduced access to their already availa-
ble limited resources. Under the current fiscal regime in 
the quarrying and mining sector, mining companies/mine 
owners are paying different types of taxes, royalties, ex-
cise duties, and contributions for social developments for 
vocational training and welfare work. In return the govern-
ment has provided them concessions on imports and op-
portunities like joint ventures. All the three main stake-
holders, i.e. poor communities, labor and mining compa-
nies/mine owners refused to contribute for environmental 
improvement. The major reason for the refusal was not 
only the limited payment but also a sheer distrust on gov-
ernment’s political will to deliver. Pertaining to pro-poor 
environmental fiscal reforms the paper recommended 
that there should be effective pro-poor regulatory mecha-
nism in laws, policies and administrative machinery 
(implementing agencies) as applicable to the mineral sec-
tor and for fiscal incentives. The paper stressed on the 
need of creating synergy between the policies related to 
mining and forest. 
 Mr. Iftikhar Ahmad, Staff Economist, Pakistan Institute 
of Development Economics, talked about “Pro-poor Envi-
ronmental Fiscal Reforms in Solid Waste Management 
Sector in District Abbottabad” with two important objec-
tives: to conserve environment; and, to protect the poor 
from the adverse effects of solid waste. In his presenta-
tion, Mr. Ahmad informed the audience that solid waste 
management in District Abbottabad is not organized nor 
are the poor people aware of solid waste management. 
He further highlighted that 69.3% of the solid waste is 
generated at Urban Abbottabad while Tehsil Municipal 
Administration – Abbottabad, spent around PKR 15 mil-
lions per year on Solid Waste Management. But the aver-
age waste generation is estimated around 2.14kg per 
household per day and total waste generation per month 
is amounted 11041.50 tons per day. The major issues 
identified in the District Abbottabad were lack of capacity 
and in-efficiency. It was highlighted in the paper that pro-
vision of better quality service can only convince the pub-
lic to contribute to development process and tax system 
can only work if public is ready to accept. For the provi-
sion of better solid waste management services, 96% non
-poor and 51% poor showed their willingness to pay in 
the range of PKR 35 – PKR 100 per month. He further 
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said that scavengers play an important role in reducing 
waste, and are living at subsistence level. He recom-
mended that by streamlining the scavengers through ex-
tending loans and licenses would enhance their collec-
tion efficiency that would reduce the burden on TMA to 
improve the environment and at the same time it would 
help in reducing poverty.  
 
Discussion 
 The theme, i.e. “Environmental Fiscal Reform”, of the 
three studies was a unique initiative. In the discussion, all 
the three studies were appreciated without any significant 
suggestions from the audience. However, the discussant 
of the panel, Mr. Thusara Ranasinghe, Senior Program 
Officer, IUCN, Sri Lanka, said that the main aim of the 
three studies was to quantify the negative impacts on 
poor.  The Chair of the session Dr. Aurangzeb Khan, 
Chief Establishment of Environment Section, Planning 
Commission, Islamabad, concluded the session by ac-
cepting the reality of general neglect of environment in 
Pakistan. He further said that Planning Commission of 
Pakistan in its Five-Year Plan and its implementation 
according to MTDF -2005 has allocated 4-5% of its budg-
et for environment related initiatives. Dr. Aurangzeb Khan 
pointed out that both at the provincial and district levels, 
the awareness is raising and willingness to invest is in-
creasing but environmental initiatives are not yet fo-
cused. He further said that we have great challenges to 
face and the crucial one is less fiscal space both at feder-
al and provincial level and stressed the need to adopt 
and follow an integrated approach. The role of civil socie-
ty is appreciated with the view to integrate the work to 
make significant improvement and development with the 
consent of government.  

Reported by Mehnaz Ajmal 
 
PANEL: Energy Sharing Across Borders 
 
Chair: Mr. Shams-ul- Mulk, Former Chairman, WAPDA; 
and, Former Chairperson BoG, SDPI, Islamabad, Paki-
stan 
Discussant and Panel Organizer: Dr. A. H. Nayyar, 
Research Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Ms Deepti Mahajan, Research Associate at The Energy 
and Resources Institute (TERI), New Delhi, India, pre-
sented her paper on “Regional Cooperation for an Ener-
gy-Secure South Asia: Possibilities and Dividends”. She 
suggested that the cooperation in energy sector would 
help South Asia to overcome energy crisis in the region. 
She further said that engagement in energy sector could 
also lead to cooperation in other sectors such as sustain-
able development and peace linkages. She suggested 
that the renewable energy technologies, for instance so-
lar and wind should be shared. She recommended that 
the regional renewable energy fund could be established 
that will work for development and dissemination of re-
newable energy technology and the interconnection of 
the electricity grids on the junction of the borders of 
neighboring countries. She also quoted the World Bank 
recommendations of 2007 to build regional energy archi-
tecture at all levels, from bilateral to multilateral. Ms Ma-
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hajan’s paper provided an in-depth analysis on possible 
and viable energy cooperation initiatives in South Asia. 
 Mr. Shripad Dharmadhikary, Consultant, International 
Rivers South Asia Program; and, Coordinator, Manthan 
Adhyayan Kendra, focused on “Building of Dams in the 
Himalayas: Energy at what Cost?”. According to his 
presentation, there is a plan of production of over 
80,000MW energy capacity in the next 10 years through 
dam buildings in the Himalayan region. He argued that 
the impact of these projects is likely to be different from 
the claims of meeting energy needs of the poor and the 
marginalized sections. Dams in the region can create a 
serious environmental problem exacerbating global 
warming that leads to higher intensity of precipitation, 
more precipitation falling as rain and melting of perma-
frost, all resulting in higher erosion.  He concluded with 
the call to re-look at the dam building simultaneously de-
veloping alternative solutions for meeting electricity needs 
for the region instead of building of dams. 
 Dr. Muhammad Imran, Lecturer in Resource and Envi-
ronmental Planning, School of People, Environment & 
Planning, Massey University, New Zealand, presented his 
research work on “Locked-in Energy and Transport Poli-
cies of Pakistan”. He emphasized that the energy use 
should be shifted from oil and gas to alternative energy 
sources. He stressed on the alternative energy resource 
because of the continuous increase in the oil price and 
the depletion of the gas reservoir. He further said that 
transport is the biggest sector that largely depends upon 
oil and gas, so it should be addressed. He emphasized 
upon relying on better land use, sustainable transport 
policies and clean technologies to reduce energy con-
sumption. His paper tried to identify the gaps and con-
tradictions in the energy and transport policies of Paki-
stan and suggested measures in order to achieve ener-
gy targets set in the MTDF, as well as the ambitions of 
Pakistan Vision 2030.  
 Mr. Moeed Yusuf, Graduate Fellow at the Fredrick L. 
Pardee Center for the study of the Longer Range Future 
at Boston University and also Visiting Associate at 
SDPI, presented his findings on “Energy Trade, Peace, 
and Conflict in South Asia: The Case of Pakistan ’s 
Gwadar Port”. He argued that the projects like Gwadar 
and IPI had made the prospects of energy sharing the 
only sustainable means of ensuring energy security real, 
and that these ought to remain the focus of South Asian 
government. He suggested that options like nuclear en-
ergy was the second best option, which might be im-
portant in public perception but actually remained eco-
nomically uncompetitive and politically sensitive. He 
cautioned against too much reliance on nuclear energy 
as a means of energy security for South Asian coun-
tries.   
 
Discussion  
 A question was raised from the audience inquiring if 
there is already a scarcity of energy and shortage of 
electricity in the region, then how can it be shared within 
the region. Ms Deepti Mahajan responded to the ques-
tion and said that although shortage of energy exists in 
South Asia, there are some possible ways to cooperate 
such as sharing of renewable energy technologies, bio-
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mass technology, etc. There was also a suggestion 
from the audience to look into wind, solar and micro 
power projects for energy production. 
 Dr. A. H. Nayyar, Research Fellow at SDPI, said that 
although we have limited energy resources, we could 
use it in the best manner to get maximum benefits. 
Long-term impacts of energy consumption on environ-
ment and society should be taken into notice. It is need-
ed not only to produce or share energy resources but 
also to have such energy resources, which are environ-
mental and human friendly. 

Reported by Nasreen Akhtar and Robina Gulnaz 
 
PANEL: Mitigation Options for Unsustainable Devel-
opment: Pathways to Environmental Sustainability 
 
Chair: Dr. Nuzrat Yar Khan, HEC Professor of Sus-
tainability Sciences, Sustainable  Development Study 
Center, Government College University, Lahore, Paki-
stan 
Discussant: Dr. Urs Geiser, Senior Researcher, De-
partment of Geography, University of Zurich, Switzer-
land; and, Visiting Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 

Panel Organizers: Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Direc-
tor, SDPI, Islamabad; Pakistan, and, Dr. Babar 
Shahbaz, Faculty Member, University of Agriculture, 
Faisalabad, Pakistan 
 
Dr. Babar Shahbaz from the Agricultural University Fai-
salabad, Pakistan, in his paper titled, “Joint Forest Man-
agement and Mutual Trust: Lessons Learnt from a 
Transdisciplinary Action Research Project and Mitiga-
tion Pathways”, derived from an action research project 
on joint forest management and mutual trust at grass 
root level, analyzed the state notions of participatory 
approaches for better working relationships in the for-
estry sector. In an overview, he claimed that the mis-
trust between the state and communities is embedded 
in miscommunication between both parties. In their ef-
fort to reduce the communication gaps, Dr. Shahbaz 
shared some of the discoveries made during their re-
search. One of the main findings was that raising 
awareness and community mobilization lead to better 
results for minimizing the negative frictions among state 
and community actors in halting the environmental deg-
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radation process. 
 Dr. Bishnu Raj Upreti, Regional Coordinator, NCCR, 
Nepal, and development researcher, shared the findings 
of his investigative research on the negative impacts of 
armed conflict on the natural resources in Nepal. The 
title of his paper was “Impacts of Armed Conflict on Nat-
ural Resources in Nepal: Challenges in Environmental 
Sustainability”. He categorically gave details of the fac-
tors behind the existing poor state of natural resources, 
ranging from forestry, agriculture, and wildlife and non-
timber forest products. Based on his findings, he 
stressed on developing new visionary approaches and 
policies. To support this transformation process, he con-
sidered a continued research efforts for understating the 
complexity of the human dimensions in a conflict situa-
tion.  
 Dr. R. Siva Prasad from the University of Hyderabad, 
India, analyzed the state led developmental approaches 
in water shed management sector on the anthropologi-
cal scale in his paper titled “Revisiting Development and 
Environment: Case Study of Two Watershed Manage-
ment Programs in Bundelkhand Region under Uttar Pra-
desh, India”. He proved with the support of his findings 
that modernization and economic liberalization have 
virtually destroyed the traditional resource management 
and knowledge systems, which resulted in failure of de-
velopment interventions. He stressed that the introduc-
tion of any new development strategies should not de-
stroy the critical relationship between people and envi-
ronment, and people’s livelihood and their sustainable 
environmental resource base. 
 The last presenter of this panel, Mr. Monawar A. 
Khalid from Amity University, India, gave a detailed ac-
count of “Adaptation Strategies to Extreme Climatic 
Events for Coastal Orissa: A Perspective”. While map-
ping the environmental vulnerabilities of his research 
universe, he also shed light on its adverse impact on the 
lives of majority farming population. He presented the 
preparedness of various sectors, like the Government of 
Orissa (GoO), under Orissa State Disaster Management 
Agency (OSDMA) as fail-safe two-way communication 
channel between the state, district and emergency 
agencies, responses by the NGOs and responses of the 
international agencies. He concluded his presentation 
with a demand that although in Orissa, adaptation 
measures have been in practice in various forms, un-
planned adaptation strategies are not the appropriate 
solution to tackle the dangers caused by extreme climatic 
events owing to their disorganized nature. 
 
Discussion 
 Dr. Urs Geiser’s discussion and the comments from 
the audience emphasized upon further attention from re-
searchers and policy makers. Developmental discourse is 
heterogeneous in nature and invites challenges. There is 
no information on sustainability as there is a difference of 
opinion among all stakeholders.  
 Thorough and continued process and auditing could 
capacitate the stakeholders in understanding the pre-
requisites of sustainable change. Further, it was pointed 
out that the recognition of knowledge-based practices is 
important at all levels. The pathways evolved after mutual 
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understanding between the stakeholders has to be se-
cured further for a way forward. 

Reported by Maqsood Ahmad Jan 
 
PANEL: Civil Society’s Role in Sustainable Develop-
ment and Peace 
 
Chair: Dr. Mohammad Rasul Jan, Vice Chancellor, 
University of Malakand, Swat, NWFP, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Abdul Rauf Farooqi, Allama Iqbal 
Open University (AIOU), Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Dr. M. A. Khwaja, Research Fellow, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
The first speaker, Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen, Management 
Analyst from Toronto and Visiting Research Associate at 
the Sustainable Development Policy Institute, highlighted 
the importance of joint interventions of government and 
civil society under an institutionalized framework in his 
paper titled “Labor Relations in South Asia: Impacts of 
Increased Non-State Actor Activity on Civil Society Col-
lectivism”. He was of the view that if government and civil 
society carry out joint initiatives by utilizing each other’s 
strengths and resources for the public good, it would en-
hance the scope and effectiveness of their programs tre-
mendously.  
 Mr. Shaheen further said that the labor relations expe-
rience in developing countries is markedly different due 
to a number of internal and externally driven issues. Un-
ion activity is often absent from the public sectors of de-
veloping countries due to a number of internal drivers. 
Firstly, the government’s coordinating power is concen-
trated at the district level within a manageable area and 
population and is in the hands of a single regional over-
lord - variously referred to as the collector, commissioner 
or prefect - while elected bodies are weak or subordinate. 
Secondly, in the case of postcolonial states, the colonial 
administrative structures continue with minor changes, 
and in general, there is considerable centralization of 
administrative power away from the front line depart-
ments of service delivery and the communities they 
serve. Thirdly, the dominant position of state owned en-
terprises is probably the most common visible feature in 
all the countries surveyed. Particularly in Africa, state 
intervention is visible in all the social action. Fourthly, the 
higher levels of bureaucracy in these countries are drawn 
from a small urban professional middle class and are 
unrepresentative of the population.  Finally, the civil ser-
vice is also politicized in the third world, and the degree 
of politicization varies from country to country. In light of 
such structural characteristics, the ample supply of labor 
and the sheer volume of work, it is not surprising that 
unions have had a difficult time in organizing public ser-
vice employees and engaging effectively, if at all, in col-
lective bargaining. 
 Mr. Fayyaz Baqir, Director, Akhter Hameed Khan Re-
source Center, Islamabad, emphasized on civil society’s 
engagement in democratic discourse and promotion of 
sustainable development and their role in his paper titled 
“Civil Society and Development of Social Infrastructure in 
Pakistan”. He said that the absence of a social infrastruc-
ture beyond the district level is primarily responsible for 
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lack of development in most of the rural and urban areas. 
He revealed that there were two key issues in civil socie-
ty’s role in promoting sustainable development, i.e. the 
institutional gap; and, the process vacuum.  
 As opposed to colonial administration, Mr. Baqir un-
derlined the need for development administration, which 
involves many departments for public works, agriculture 
extension, national resources to deal with the improve-
ment of the livelihood of the people, building infrastruc-
ture, or building the capacity of the organization beyond 
the district level. Talking of institutional gap, he recom-
mended setting up of social infrastructure beyond the dis-
trict level involving two essential components such as 
community-based or interest-based organization that 
wants to achieve certain interests and the support organi-
zation that provides them technical and professional guid-
ance in addition to helping them mobilize their own re-
sources and also engage and activate the government. 
While, for the process vacuum, there was a need for doc-
umentation or developing local knowledge by making a 
complete map of villages, metropolitan centers and cities 
through social and physical surveys. He also urged for 
adopting standard operating procedures based on socio
-economic conditions and simplifying the procedures 
and making them people friendly.   
 Mr. Baqir opined that the debate in Pakistan always 
evolves around policy or regime change and amount of 
external assistance without paying any attention to a 
mechanism available at the ground level, which reaches 
out every village and every household. Mr. Baqir while 
further expressing his opinion said that no matter how 
much external aid is received or policy changes are 
made by the government and irrespective of the nature 
of government—whether military or democratic—one is 
not going to witness any change unless the country cre-
ates a social structure below the district level. 
 “Strengthening the Role of Civil Society ‘Major 
Groups’ in Sustainable Development” was the title of the 
presentation prepared by Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja, Re-
search Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad. His presentation was 
presented in absentia by Ms Imrana Niazi, SDC Assistant 
Coordinator at SDPI. The presentation called for an effec-
tive and lasting change in social attitude for sustainable 
development through participatory approach and 
strengthening of civil society’s role in this process. It 
would help to integrate diversified views and expertise on 
specific thematic areas from the very beginning, improve 
quality of policies, strategies, action plans, guidelines/
standards, ownership by stakeholders, enhance clarity 
and facilitate the effective implementation. 
 In the presentation, the author pointed out that civil 
society can support sustainable development in many 
ways from enhancing technical support through capacity 
building programs, strengthening knowledge and infor-
mation through awareness raising on public policy issues, 
support within civil society in multiple sectors for reform-
ing public policies, multi-stakeholders joint forums and 
networks at different levels to civil society links with gov-
ernment as well as well as community ownerships.  
 While citing a range of contributions by civil society 
towards sustainable development especially related to 
environment, the author urged respect for civil society’s 
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right for independent research, access to information and 
their opinions in addition to realization that the state has 
to take many diverse points of view and the national in-
terests into consideration. 
 
Discussion 
 Mr. Abdul Rauf Farooqi from the Allama Iqbal Open 
University suggested that civil society should integrate 
basic human rights into the process of sustainable devel-
opment and help the people to have a judicious judiciary.  
Vice Chancellor, University of Swat, Dr. Mohammad 
Rasul Jan, emphasized that there was a need for peace 
and normalcy in Swat. He lamented that during the on-
going conflict, about 200 schools had been destroyed in 
Swat depriving 1,20,000 students from getting education.  

Reported by Faisal Gorchani 
 
PANEL: Sustainable Forest Management: Exploring 
Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) in South Asia 
 
Chair: Siddhartha Mitra, Director (Research), Consumer 
Unity Trust Society (CUTS) International, Jaipur, India 
Discussant: Urs Geiser, Senior Researcher, Dept. of 
Geography, University of Zurich, Switzerland; and, Visit-
ing Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan, Visiting Re-
search Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
  
In the session on “Sustainable Forest Management: 
Exploring Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) in South 
Asia”, Ms Safiya Aftab, Research Fellow, Strategic and 
Economic Policy Research Pvt. Ltd. Islamabad, pre-

sented a paper on “Arresting Timber Logging in Paki-
stan: A Market-based Approach”. For this research, pri-
mary survey was conducted in six cities of Pakistan, 
mainly targeting the lumber dealers and transporters. 
Three tree species including Kail (blue pine), Pertal (fir) 
and Deodar(cedar) were selected for this study. Accord-
ing to her, the movement of timber on two routes was 
observed. One of these routes was from Kohistan to Dar-
gai and beyond Quetta and another was from Kohistan to 
Havelian and onwards to Karachi. It was found that 85-
90% of total cost was the transport cost while the remain-
ing 10-15% cost was divided almost equally between 
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legitimate transactions and rent seeking for each route. In 
this research, the cost of moving lumber from Karachi to 
Lahore was also studied. It was found that there isn’t any 
clear distinction between price and profit margins on do-
mestic versus imported lumber. Moreover, the distinction 
between imported and domestic lumber is not meaningful 
because the quality differentials do not appear to affect 
consumer’s decisions. She said that a large part of the 
timber trade was based on smuggled timber from Afghan-
istan.  
 Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen, Management Analyst, To-
ronto, Canada, Canada, emphasized the creation of an 
enabling environment where pilot project territories, ac-
countability frameworks for authorities and community 
based monitoring are factored into long term decision 
making. In order to establish the short-term strategic 
framework, he proposed the enabling framework with due 
consideration of local conditions. This can be done by 
offering research and policy based incentives for inves-
tors and landowners. Another strategy was the proposal 
of pilot territories on a sub-watershed level. While sug-
gesting the medium term strategic framework, he said 
that there should be an inclusion of the private sector role 
in the national and provincial/territorial forest policies to 
improve the afforestation activities, both on public and 
private land. He proposed a legal framework with the in-
sertion of the corporate social responsibility (CSR); sus-
tainable development and community based participative 
activities at the various forest types and legal categories. 
He also suggested the draft inclusion of natural resources 
and forest management as a means of poverty allevia-
tions within the Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers. While 
suggesting the long-term strategic framework, he empha-
sized on enabling policy via evaluating and monitoring the 
effectiveness of federal and provincial agencies and also 
the sustainability of each project.  
 Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan, Visiting Research Fellow at 
SDPI, while presenting his paper on “Sustainable Forest 
Management: Exploring Public Private Partnerships in the 
Forestry Sector in Pakistan” emphasized the need for a 
well-defined strategy and a regulatory framework saying 
that absence of institutional checks allows firms to default 
on their corporate social responsibility mandates. While 
introducing one of the case studies of Pakistan Tobacco 
Company (PTC), he said that CSR encouraged PTC to 
launch an afforestation program in the tobacco growing 
areas of North West Frontier Province (NWFP). The plant 
species provided to the local growers are poplar and eu-
calyptus, which are salt tolerant and water absorbent spe-
cies, so the plantations have reclaimed large tracts of 
marshy and waterlogged land. But on the other side, in-
equitable pricing policies for these tree species only favor 
the large farmers. 
 He also shared another PPP case study of  the Shell 
Pakistan that marketed liquid petroleum gas (LPG--a fuel 
wood substitute). The main objective of the project was to 
support the local communities in improving their house-
hold fuel wood saving. But certain issues including discre-
tionary selection of beneficiaries and high refueling costs 
for LPG decreased the encouraging impacts of the pro-
ject.  
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Discussion 
 While discussing all the presentations, Dr. Urs Geiser 
from the University of Zurich, Switzerland, said that in 
principle, the rules and regulations related to forestry are 
included in the legislation of Pakistan, despite certain 
shortcomings. All the presenters highlighted the impacts 
of these shortcomings on the forests. The major issue is 
the unequal distribution of benefits of forests among 
communities, he pointed out. Civil society organizations 
were playing a crucial role in providing the guidance. 
Now it can be a win-win situation between human beings 
and nature as the corporate sector has also joined the 
loop, he emphasized.  
 During the question-answer session, it was pointed 
out that there is a dire need to define the communities 
based on dependence of their livelihoods upon the for-
ests. Another comment was on the proper implementa-
tion of joint forest management that lies with the forest 
department, not with the communities. According to one 
participant, donors usually support the fast growing plant 
species, which is a threat to the local biodiversity. The 
involvement of corporate sector into the afforestation ac-
tivities is because it may improve its reputation through 
such programs.  
 While concluding the session, the chair, Mr. Siddhar-
tha Mitra from CUTS International, India, said that in gen-
eral, the environmental awareness raising about affor-
estation, should be spread into the rural and urban mass-
es because ultimately the demand rises from the micro 
level and then makes its visibility at the macro level.    

Reported by Nazima Shaheen 
 
Book Launch  
Domestic Preparedness for Services Trade Liberaliza-
tion: Are South Asian Countries Prepared For Further 
Liberalization 
 
Chair: Mr. Ashraf  M. Hayat, Secretary, Board of Invest-
ment, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Shafqat Munir, International Media Co-
ordinator, ActionAid Pakistan; and, Syed Qasim A. Shah, 
Poverty and Gender Specialist, Finance Department, 
Civil Secretariat, Lahore, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Ms Mehnaz Ajmal Paracha, Research 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Ms Mehnaz Ajmal Paracha, Research Associate, Sus-
tainable Development Policy Institute, while speaking at 
the launch of the book titled “Domestic Preparedness for 
Services Trade Liberalization: Are South Asian Countries 
Prepared For Further Liberalization” presented an over-
view of the book and summary of all the researches fo-
cusing services sector carried out in the five South Asian 
countries, i.e. Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka, by the partner organizations under the three-year 
project “SAFIT – II”. The book says that services sector is 
the fastest growing sector of the global economy and 
contributes around two-thirds of the global output, 30% of 
the global employment and 20% of the global trade. In 
the last two decades in the lower and middle-income 
countries, the services sector has been growing faster 
than the GDP. Besides the fact that services sector is the 
major contributor to GDP in most of the countries, trade 
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in services is a relatively new phenomenon and has negli-
gible share in the total world trade. Intangibility and un-
sustainability are considered two major impediments to 
services trade.  The book covers different aspects and 
linkages of the services sector with growth, employment, 
remittances, trade, GDP and FDI. Each country experi-
ences in GATS negotiation were discussed in detail.  
 Negotiations under GATS are important for South 
Asian countries as they are facing constraints in econom-
ic development due to poor infrastructure, institutional 
setting and governance deficits. The article V of GATS 
stresses the need of increased participation of developing 
countries in global services trade through strengthening 
their domestic service capacity, efficiency and competi-
tiveness through access to technology on commercial 
basis, improving their access to distribution channels and 
information networks as well as liberalizing market ac-
cess in sectors and modes of supply of export interest to 
them.  
 The book also discusses the horizontal and sectoral 
commitments, exemptions; request offers process, mar-
ket access and national treatment aspects in all the four 
modes of services. The substantial and distinguished part 
of all the five researches was to analyze the domestic 
preparedness for services trade liberalization in South 
 Asian countries with issues and concerns.  In this re-
gard the paper asks for the identification of current state of 
potentials, weaknesses and constraints of domestic ser-
vices sector for liberalizing the services sector for the five 
South Asian countries. The book focuses on exploring the 
linkages within various services sectors and those of ser-
vices sector under manufacturing and agricultural sectors 
in an economy. One of the major concerns in the book was 
pointed out: unavailability of the data on services sector in 
the five South Asian countries, due to which the services 
sector has to face international competition due to liberali-
zation. To get an understanding whether the sector/s is 
domestically prepared for international competition or not, 
the competitiveness was explored in terms of price compe-
tition, technical standard, capacity of existing firms, etc., 
through Balassa’s Index of Revealed Comparative Ad-
vantage (RCA). The result showed that the RCA index of 
the Bangladesh is the lowest among the five South Asian 
countries, which shows that in services trade Bangladesh 
is comparatively in a disadvantageous position, while Ne-
pal and India are at advantageous position. The detailed 
analysis of domestic preparedness of every country was 
discussed in each chapter along with the appropriate rec-
ommendations to be applied at the national and interna-
tional level. However, the main recommendation was that 
a well functioning regulatory and institutional framework 
and system are essential for ensuring gains from services 
trade liberalization in the developing countries. For any 
policy position, a common position of South Asian coun-
tries is required to frame an effective, efficient and appro-
priate domestic regulation policies keeping in view the eco-
nomic conditions, consideration and requirements of each 
country. 
 
Discussion 
 Mr. Shafqat Munir as a discussant focused on the socio
-political dimension of the services sector under mode IV – 
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movement of natural persons--and said that from the 
South Asian countries around one million people are work-
ing as labor in the Middle East, while in WTO ministerial 
council and mini-ministerial only a few countries manipu-
late the negotiations. He stressed that the South Asian 
countries should lobby and force on the proper and trans-
parent implications of the decisions and policies made at 
the global and national levels. Mr. Qasim Shah said that 
the WTO is now a dead organization and 2007 mini-
ministerial does not come up with any development. Giv-
ing the example of EU, he said that EU has only focused 
on environment sector liberalization in water sector and 
has not done anything else. While talking about Pakistan’s 
situation, he said that we are not extending and develop-
ing the sector but are only liberalizing the sectors. He fur-
ther said that State Bank of Pakistan has data only on 11 
sectors, while Pakistan has liberalized 156 sectors and 
sub-sectors. Mr. Ashraf Hayat concluded the session em-
phasizing the need of prioritizing, sequencing and balanc-
ing between different sectors and strengthening of the le-
gal framework.   

Reported by Mehnaz Ajmal Paracha 
PANEL: Imagine a New South Asia 
 
Chair: Mr. Karamat Ali, Director, PILER, Karachi, Paki-
stan 
Discussant: Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Direc-
tor, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan; and, Mr. Mehboob Elahi, 
Environmental Consultant, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Ms Mehnaz Ajmal Paracha, Research 
Associate, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
The panel ‘Imagine a New South Asia’ was named after 
the initiative of concerned individuals and civil society 
organizations aimed at carrying out well informed and 

well-researched policy advocacy around four major chal-
lenges facing South Asia, i.e., economic issues, govern-
ance and democracy, peace and justice, and natural re-
sources management. The panel presenters and discus-
sants focused on the same themes during their discus-
sions and presentations. The session was chaired by Mr. 
Karamat Ali. The  presenters included Ms Mehnaz Ajmal 
Paracha from SDPI, Zulfiqar Halepoto,  Secretary of 
Sindh Democratic Forum (SDF),  and Mr. Arshad Abbasi, 
freelance consultant from Islamabad. The relevance and 
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 Mr. Halepoto also acknowledged that there are cer-
tain regional issues on which different countries may 
have diametrically opposed standpoints. He stressed 
the importance of being realistic in envisaging the scope 
and effectiveness of a regional parliament. He said that 
it should not be assumed that such a platform will auto-
matically lead to a convergence on all controversial is-
sues. He said that there was need to begin with engag-
ing on issues which were not that controversial and 
build on to a level of confidence and trust where all 
sorts of issues could be freely taken up and discussed.  
 In the end, highlighting the SAARC experience, he 
emphasized the need for taking a consolidated ap-
proach towards regional integration that does not solely 
focus on the economic or the political dimension. He 
stressed upon resorting to a holistic approach combin-
ing political as well as socio-economic realities of the 
region. He placed the responsibility of pushing for a 
peaceful and integrated South Asia on governments, 
political parties, civil society, student, citizens, think 
tanks and media of all the South Asian countries.  
 Mr. Arshad Abbasi gave a presentation on “Global 
Climate Change and Role of Himalayan Glaciers”. He 
discussed the most serious challenges of climate 
change specific to the South Asian region, which is the 
melting of the Himalayan glaciers. Research proves that 
militarization of glaciers is the main reason for their 
melting. The melting of these glaciers poses serious 
environmental repercussions for the region such as 
flooding, droughts and rising ocean levels. There is a 
need to realize these dangers and exert pressure on 
India to demilitarize the glaciers in order to preserve 
them and contain the related disastrous environmental 
effects.  
Discussion 
 Dr. Abid Suleri who was participating as a discussant, 
summed up the main points covered by the panelists. He 
stressed that India-Pakistan relations have immense re-
percussions for the entire region’s peace and stability. He 
suggested that simple steps such as relaxing the visa 
regime between the two countries and opening more 
trade routes, etc., could go a long way in improving the 
bilateral relationship between the two countries.  
 The chair of the session, Mr. Karamat Ali, recaptured 
some of the major challenges facing South Asia underlin-
ing terrorism as the major threat. He said that there was 
an overemphasis on the security of state at the cost of 
the security of people. He said that security needs to be 
redefined in such a way that people are brought in the 
center. Referring to the November 2008 Mumbai attacks 
and the escalating tensions between the governments of 
the two countries, he emphasized the need for develop-
ing a shared South Asian consciousness whereby states 
would share sovereignty rather than assert it.  
 When the floor was opened for comments and ques-
tions, Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel from SDPI commented that 
terrorism – be it Muslim terrorism rooted in Pakistan or 
Afghanistan, or Hindu terrorism in India – was a common 
threat for all countries in the region. Therefore, there was 
a need to adopt a collective approach to tackle it. He 
lamented the inability and non-preparedness of the 
state institutions and security apparatuses to deal with 
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poignancy of the topic to the contemporary regional situ-
ation attracted a wide range of audience ranging from 
research scholars, academics and members of civil soci-
ety.  The panel presenters and the discussion following 
the main presentations put forth a comprehensive ap-
praisal of the current challenges facing the South Asian 
region; imaginative solutions to the perceived issues and 
an in-depth analysis of the practical and operational as-
pects of these suggested solutions. 
 Ms Mehnaz Ajmal Paracha while making her presen-
tation on “Natural Resource Governance: Way Forward 
for a New South Asia” first introduced the INSA initiative. 
INSA was a joint collaboration undertaken by concerned 
individuals and civil society organizations from Pakistan, 
India, Bangladesh and Nepal aimed at carrying out well 
informed and well-researched policy advocacy around 
some major challenges facing South Asia specifically 
focusing on five main issues: Energy, Biodiversity, Land, 
Water and Atmosphere.  
 Sharing the findings of this research, she said that 
South Asia is home to world’s largest number of poor and 
undernourished people. Referring to the latest IPCC re-
port, she asserted that human activity is responsible for 
climate change. The economic and political policies of 
the leaders of South Asian countries are governed by 
myopic concerns of growth and security. Such policies 
entail grave social and environmental costs. As a result, 
the natural resources of this region have depleted alarm-
ingly and today one of the biggest challenges facing 
South Asia is the rapidly increasing population vis-à-vis 
diminishing reserves of natural resources to meet the 
needs of this growing population. Biodiversity of the re-
gion is being destroyed; there are immense pressures on 
land; there is a growing threat of water scarcity in the 
region and atmosphere is being damaged. There is a 
pressing need to devise consolidated and effective re-
sponses to tackle these issues and shift focus from 
growth-based to environment-friendly, pro-people, sus-
tainable development. 
 Mr. Zulfiqar Halepoto highlighted the need of en-
hancing regional cooperation as a first and major step 
towards finding long-lasting solutions to the region’s 
problems and challenges in his presentation titled 
“South Asian Parliament: A Step Towards South Asian 
Integration”. In this regard, he proposed the idea of a 
South Asia parliament based on other existing models 
of regional integration like the European Union, the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the 
Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation (SAARC), North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) and the latest move for the Mediterrane-
an Union. He acknowledged that the structure and the 
mechanism of representation of such a parliament 
would be contentious because of the heterogeneity of 
demography and size of population of different coun-
tries in the region. He suggested a bicameral structure 
of parliament as a resolution to this potential problem 
whereby the upper house would be based on equal rep-
resentation of each state regardless of size; and the 
lower house would be based purely on the population of 
the country.  



this menace. He raised the possibility of joint training of 
the security forces of the region. He also stressed the 
need for channeling the collective outrage of people on 
acts of terrorism into the power of ballot to vote out the 
political forces that support extremism in Pakistan as 
well as in India. 

Reported by Wajiha Anwar 
 
PANEL: Micro-credit and Gender 
 
Chair: Brig. Muhammad Yasin: Adviser, Center for Ca-
pacity Building, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Mr. Moeed Yusuf: Visiting Research Asso-
ciate, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan, Visiting Re-
search Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
   
Dr. R. Siva Prasad, Associate Professor and Reader at 
the Department of Anthropology, University of Hydera-
bad, presented his paper titled “The Role of Private and 
Public Funded Micro-credit Programs: Case Studies of 
Andhra Pradhesh and Maharashtra”. He focused on 
poor women from nomadic groups suffering from reduc-
tion of social disparities as a major challenge in the third 
world countries. Dr. Prasad’s paper also explored the 
role of government and private initiatives in micro-credit 
promotion.  
 To analyze the role and the effect of microfinance 
and its private and public distributors, Dr. Prasad chose 
two case studies for his research: Poosla from Andhra 
Pradesh; and Vaidu from Maharashtra. His work was 
essentially based on nomadic communities. 
 Nomadic communities do not have any boundaries. 
Vaidu are famous for herbal medicine and speak multi-
ple languages while Poosla sell beads, clothes, and 
bangles. Over time, their situation and social status has 
been brutally damaged. There is stigma attached to 
these nomads; and, diseases like HIV prevail in these 
communities. The civil society does not bother about 
their condition because nomads do not stay at any one 
place for long, making them a short-term trouble for the 
dwellers.  
 Nomads are not treated like citizens, neither do they 
own homes, nor have voting rights thus making them 
useless for politicians who promise change. They are 
much more vulnerable than the rest of the marginalized 
communities. Earlier they had small land holdings, 
which were dedicated to cultivation of small crops, but 
with the passage of time and development in the country 
(green revolution), economic change affected the social 
sectors. They were stripped off of the land and lost their 
customary relationships.  
 The peripatetic community women are very marginal-
ized in terms of poverty due to their lack of citizenry 
rights. Women in these regions are doubly harassed 
and challenged based on being poor and being “women” 
and their role as a worker is not considered a contribu-
tion to the economy of India.  
 To tackle poverty in the region, innovative ideas are 
being put forth to be implemented and to help eradicate 
poverty to a certain extent. One such way is by way of 
self-help groups (SHGs) through micro-credit that has 
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effectively changed the entrepreneurial abilities of wom-
en from the disadvantaged sections in South Asia. 
These efforts have opened new windows of opportuni-
ties. 
 Micro-finance is mostly provided only to landholders. 
“If we deprive nomads of it, dependency syndrome may 
set in,” pointed out Dr. Prasad. In finance related devel-
opment polices, giving credit without collateral (which 
banks do not allow) aims to reduce social disparities; 
which is one of the major challenges one finds in under-
developed countries. 
 Women may lack physical, financial and natural as-
sets but they have very strong human and social capi-
tals. Fifty percent of work force in India consists of 
women. Among the tribal and fisherman communities, 
women are especially active participants and generating 
capital for their communities. 
 Micro-credit can prove a vital role in improvement of 
livelihood condition of nomadic communities; especially 
women. Interest on loans is not an issue for the poor as 
they are prompt in repaying loans. Dr. Siva Prasad 
stressed that micro-credit is viewed as a dignified lend-
ing, not charity. 
 But with micro-credit, it was seen that as long as the 
support is given, the communities are working. The mo-
ment the support program stops, the means to their 
earning stops and their livelihood collapses. Dr. Prasad 
highlighted the need to make this procedure more suc-
cessful and gender friendly, especially for the nomads, 
who have lost their traditional operations. 
 Nomad communities existing conditions are a cour-
tesy of government policies made without the consider-
ation of their consequences, and lack of alternatives. 
Dr. Siva Prasad concluded his presentation by saying 
that micro-credit is one of the most effective ways in 
reducing poverty and in the empowerment of women; 
the latter may even give rise to their leadership in local 
politics.  Development initiatives such as micro-credit 
has stirred entrepreneur abilities of women and if wom-
en start earning, they can start sending their children to 
school, thus creating a long term benefit for tackling 
poverty.  
 Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan, Visiting Research Fellow at 
SDPI, stated that the “World Bank estimated that the 
total number of micro-finance institutions worldwide ap-
proximated 7000, with a total outreach of about 16 mil-
lion borrowers and lending of about $2.5 billion.” 
 Dr. Khan’s research, based on all the four provinces 
of Pakistan was titled “Women’s Access to and Control 
over Micro-credit in Rural Context”. His survey shed 
light on empowerment effects of micro-credit through 
social mobilization and whether social capital could 
serve as a building block for institutional delivery and 
income generation and empowerment. Pakistan has 
adapted this development initiative both in terms of an 
institution and in volumetric disbursement. 
 In order to encourage Pakistani women to adapt to 
micro-credit, one has to cross social and cultural barri-
ers endemic to the country’s patriarchal society. Access 
to micro-credit is difficult for economically marginalized 
women. Social, cultural, institutional or programmatic 
are the major barriers to catering the poorest of the 
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poor. 
 Traditionally, banks have avoided loans to the rural 
poor, particularly to women. As they cannot afford collat-
eral, the risk of loan defaults is very high and small size 
of loans leads to high administrative costs. These are 
the conventional bars to giving loans to marginalized 
poor women. 
 The Grameen Bank model overcame these obstacles 
by peer group lending. In effect it is social relations and the 
networks in poor rural communities that form social collat-
eral substituting the social collateral. The micro-finance 
model is revolutionary in the sense that it has successfully 
challenged the conventional loaning by proving that non-
collateral loan can also be profitable. 
 Dr. Khan pointed out that Pakistan has commercial 
banks, state bank, donor financed institutions,—all binding 
with each other to get into the game, which is seemingly an 
endless supply of money. 
 The global outreach of micro-financial schemes has 
increased significantly in the recent past. This sector has 
gained considerable prominence in Pakistan. Government 
of Pakistan passed the micro-finance bank ordinance in 
2001; it is responsible for regulating the establishment of 
commercial micro-finance institutions. Within three years, 
micro-finance has become an important element in the 
government poverty alleviation strategy and its total out-
reach is around 1.3 million active borrowers. Its single larg-
est borrower is Khushali Bank, established through public-
private partnership. It caters to about 175,000 active bor-
rowers with an average loan size a little over 10,000 PKR.  
 Another institutional network is the Pakistan Micro-

Finance Network (PMN). It coordinates networking of 13 
other Pakistani better established micro-finance providers. 
Within this the largest providers are the Rural Support Pro-
grams (RSPs). During 1983-2007, network of 10 RSPs 
collectively dispersed PKR 2.13 million to 20.4 billion to 
beneficiaries; over a quarter of this amount has gone to 
women.  
 Micro-credit has found favor with governments, donor 
organizations, commercial banks, and NGOs. Besides this 
the surging global disbursements speak for themselves. 
So the flaw lies in the process rather than the principle it-
self. This developmental initiative needs to be rooted in an 
appropriate institutional context to generate income and 
empowerment benefits.  
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 Dr. Khan’s research indicated that impact of micro-
credit on communities in terms of credit benefits was sub-
stantial; 75% women indicated that they owned their busi-
nesses, and 70% indicated that their income has in-
creased. It also had positive impact on monthly income, 
increase in assets, durable house improvement, nutrition, 
health and education.  
 Micro-credit can empower women. Dr. Khan’s research 
suggested that women who participated in taking micro-
credit showed increased ability to make personal deci-
sions. Economic independence may empower them to 
make personal choices in issues such as marriages, con-
traception, children’s dowries, entertainment, and even 
election choices. Women engage actively in all provinces 
both in loan processing and business activity. 
 Concluding his presentation, Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan 
said, “Micro-credit as a developmental initiative is institu-
tionally and financially well grounded. It addresses poverty 
by focusing on livelihoods, it avoids the subsidy depend-
ence which characterizes most government poverty allevi-
ation programs and which in time proves that we are the 
source of their undoing.” 
 He further stressed,  “The process driven nature of 
these initiatives means that the results are slow to materi-
alize, but once they do, the ripple effects are swift, provid-
ed an enabling policy environment is in place. We need a 
policy climate that underpins a paradigm shift in develop-
ment and a major change in mind set.” 
 
Discussion 
 Dr. Saba Gul Khattak, Visiting Research Fellow at the 
SDPI, appreciated both the researches. She, however, felt 
the lack of a female perspective due to the absence of 
female presenter. Mr. Moeed Yusuf, Visiting Research 
Associate at the SDPI, while discussing the papers ob-
served that issues like domestic violence, or taking debt to 
pay another debt, may be there to be handled later but 
micro-credit remains “lesser of the evils” when it comes to 
dependency.  
 He observed that the way issue is approached is at the 
heart of the matter and that the problem is not our social 
structure that cannot be overcome. Private sector has 
made a workable structure and suggestions proposed by 
Dr. Siva Prasad and Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan were more 
encouraging than the apparent picture. 

Reported by Imrana Niazi 
 
Brainstorming Session on National Sustainable  
Development Strategy  
 
Chair: Mr. Naseer. A. Gillani, Chief Water, Planning Com-
mission of Pakistan, Islamabad. Pakistan 
Speaker: Dr. Safdar Sohail, Director General, Foreign 
Trade Institute of Pakistan (FTIP), Islamabad, Pakistan 
Discussant: Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, 
Islamabad; and, Mr. Mehboob Elahi, Environmental Con-
sultant, Islamabad. 
Panel Organizer: Mehnaz Ajmal Paracha, Research As-
sociate, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Dr. Safdar Sohail, Director General, Foreign Trade Insti-
tute of Pakistan (FTIP), Islamabad, presented an overview 
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of the draft National Sustainable Development Strategy 
(NSDS) paper and isolated some of the critical areas to be 
discussed, with the prospect to incorporating input from the 
participants. He explained different notions of sustainable 
development, i.e. maximalist versus minimalist views, tradi-
tional aspect (certain environmental protections and imple-
mentation strategies), sustainable development as a new 
‘paradigm of development’, etc.  In the paper, the sustaina-
bility concerns in production and consumptions pattern, 
were discussed with the options of mitigation of man-made 
environmental degradation, environment as compliance 
issues in international trade, environmental sensitive prod-
ucts, greenism and revival for localism.  
 In the draft NSDS, prevention, subsidiary, openness, 
polluter pays, common but differentiated responsibility, and 
precautionary approaches were proposed as the driving 
principles. For the formulation of NSDS, he proposed 
adopting the following strategies: 

• Analysis of theoretical, legal and institutional respons-
es in Pakistan 

• Exploring environmental hazards of local production 
for local and international consumption 

• Analysis of industries, with the perception of sustaina-
ble development concerns 

• Isolating critical hazards of production in Pakistan 
through LCAs 

• An analysis of production side response by different 
stakeholders 

• Bringing in consumption 
 
To support the proposed strategies, he asked for the adop-
tion of a suitable vision of sustainable development by the 
Government, industry and civil society, referring and con-
sulting PRSP II and Vision 2030, focusing on the signifi-
cance of Environment and Climate Change Policy. He fur-
ther added that the Sustainable Development Strategy 
should be one, which can provide legal, institutional, finan-
cial and technological responses. 
 
Discussion 
In response to the proposed strategies and framework for 
the formulation of National Sustainable Development Strat-
egy, Environmental Consultant, Mr. Mehboob Elahi, said 
that the main issue in drafting the NSDS and its implemen-
tation is how to package the proposed strategies for the 
stakeholders to act on. He suggested that such a strategy 
should be understandable, saleable and should be more 
effective to be run by the government at all levels. He fur-
ther suggested that sustainable strategy should be nation-
ally oriented in theoretical terms, and should not be driven 
by a project. Mr. Elahi, while pointing the implicit and ex-
plicit dimensions, emphasized that such a strategy should 
cover the holistic form of development, and should be dis-
tributed to the people, because they have the right to high-
light their concerns both in the desirable and critical way. 
Mr. Naseer Gillani raised the concern that why our plans/
actions are not sustainable. Amongst major causes/
reasons, boundary issues and sovereignty issues are the 
important ones. While conferring the role of Government, 
he said that development plans should not be too ambi-
tious, and suggested that civil society could play the role of 
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a watchdog / pressure group in the implementation of the 
policies. To keep the balance between the policy formula-
tion and its implementation, think tanks (organizations like 
SDPI) can play a bridging role by working in different di-
mensions on the same issue. In his speech he discussed 
in detail the sustainable development and its linkages with 
population, employment, resources, regional inequalities, 
food crisis, and global integrated economy, competitive-
ness, and so on and so forth. From the participants, Mr. 
Akram Zaki said that besides the fact that issues such as 
environmental degradation and climate change as dis-
cussed in the panel, were important but critical ones in-
cluded human degradation (poverty) and social security 
being faced by Pakistan at present. He stressed the need 
that we as a nation and government should be worried 
about these two main issues, by creating just societies 
and concentrating on equality of resources. He said that to 
achieve these two goals a violent revolution is required. 
He further responded that wealth tax has been abolished, 
and the western system of unregulated finance/capitalism 
is on the verge of destruction. While giving the examples 
of China, Japan, Indonesia and Malaysia, he said that 
these countries have allowed the private sector to invest in 
their countries but under strict restrictions. He pointed out 
that as in comparison to these countries, the situation is 
reverse in Pakistan. So while drafting the National Sustain-
able Development Strategy, one should be more careful 
and should not follow the strategies of developed coun-
tries.  
 Dr. Nuzrat Khan from the Government College Uni-
versity, Lahore, said that a holistic approach should be 
followed in the NSDS, and that one cannot discuss sus-
tainable development in bits and pieces. He further identi-
fied that three main aspects should be included in the 
NSDS, i.e. environmental aspect, social aspect and eco-
nomic aspect. The session concluded with the recommen-
dation that Pakistan should have an overarching policy.  

Reported by Mehnaz Ajmal 
 
PANEL: Environmental Degradation, Social Marginali-
zation and the Institutional Dynamics of Vulnerability 
in the Case of Natural Disasters  
 
Chair: Dr. Shaukat Farooq, Professor, National Univer-
sity of Science & Technology (NUST), Islamabad, Paki-
stan  
Discussant: Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen, Management Ana-
lyst, Toronto, Canada; and, Visiting Research Associate, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organizer: Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan: Visiting Re-
search Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
The panel on “Environmental Degradation, Social Margin-
alization and the Institutional Dynamics of Vulnerability in 
the Case of Natural Disasters” dealt with establishment 
and affected population’s perspective in disaster situa-
tions.  
 Mr. Nripal Adhikary from Kathmandu University, Nepal, 
highlighted that more than the natural or anthropogenic 
factors, the disasters in Nepal are aggravated by wrong 
institutional policies. In his presentation on “Effect of Poli-
cies and Institutions on the Disaster Vulnerability: A Case 
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Study of Nepal” based on his research finding, Mr. Adhi-
kary highlighted that land inequality in Nepal is among the 
worst in Asia. Land distribution and food insecurity are 
characterized by class, caste and gender, and an uneven 
land distribution, aided by neo-liberal policies have led to 
declining food production in Nepal. There is a significant 
tripartite linkage between the state policies, disaster vul-
nerability and conflict.  
 Mr. Adhikary focused on the importance of land and its 
capacity of acting as a shield against the vulnerability of 
the affected population. His research concluded that the 
structural problem of vulnerability, including disaster, could 
only be addressed when people are given adequate and 
safe land. It would not only deter people from living in haz-
ardous place, but would also help in reducing social mar-
ginalization and economic vulnerability. Having no land on 
the other hand will increase social marginalization even if 
one is of higher social class, and will increase economic 
vulnerability.  
 Disasters like floods were taken as a key focus by Mr. 
Fateh Marri from ActionAid, Karachi, in his research on 
“Rights Based Strategies for Disaster Management: Evi-
dence from Flood Emergency Response in Sindh, Paki-
stan”. He highlighted that the 

earthquakes, epidemics, river erosion and tsunami. Four-
teen major floods have hit the country since its inception 
causing huge physical losses and economic damages esti-
mated at US$ 6 billion. 
 Mr. Marri stressed that disaster reduction and mitigation 
programs must be underpinned by people-centered gov-
ernance. The most vulnerable people must participate in 
accountability processes in order to sustain governance for 
disaster reduction. Alongside, freedom of and access to 
information on policies, rights and major decisions enables 
meaningful participation in disaster reduction. Planning 
should take into account how most vulnerable people can 
access process and outcome of a program. Activities must 
include special dissemination systems of information and 
devices for people with disabilities, children and chronically 
ill people are often dependent on their family members. Mr. 
Marri concluded that in order to achieve this goal, change 
in the analysis, perception of implementing agencies as 
well as specific programs and resources are required.  
 Mr. Moeed Yusuf from the Boston University explored 
in his research on “Disaster-Development Linkages in Pa-
kistan” that more than 95% of all disaster related deaths 
take place in developing countries and losses incurred are 
20 times higher on average.  
 Mr. Yusuf proposed that the extremity of the damage in 
case of natural disasters in large part could be attributed to 
the lack of resources, incoherent disaster management 
plans, inadequate policies, and most importantly unsus-
tainable development practices. He believed that despite 
being a disaster prone country, till of late, Pakistan’s devel-
opment strategies did not include disaster management as 
a direct concern, and development priorities seldom take 
sustainability into account.  
 The 2005 earthquake initiated a revision in the tradition-
al outlook but there is a need to internalize integrated as-
sessment of development plans and building long-term 
capacity for disaster management. Scale of the disasters 
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has to be decreased, although pre-disaster activities have 
been given attention but the way forward is through inte-
gration on financial, technical, policy, and institutional effort 
that has an effect on all things. 
 Dr. Shaheen Rafi Khan, Visiting Fellow at SDPI, in his 
paper titled, “Environmental Degradation, Social Marginali-
zation and the Institutional Dynamics of Vulnerability in the 
October 8, 2005 Pakistan Earthquake” focused on the 
earthquake of October 8, 2005 and its aftermath. Though 
there was much attention given to the relief and rehabilita-
tion programs, Dr. Khan's research dealt exclusively with 
the issues of vulnerability of the communities, which deter-
mined how severely they were impacted by a natural dis-
aster and their ability to adapt in its aftermath. 
 In Dr. Khan’s research, vulnerability was seen as a 
function of two things: exposure to hazard; and, sensitivity 
and resilience of the system itself. He pointed out that 
there are a few factors that contribute to it; social elements 
(food, other necessities); and, coping capacity. One does 
not have to be rich to cope with a disaster, building a de-
fense mechanism against the disaster; and finally environ-
mental resilience, which is a system's ability to bounce 
back to its original state after the disturbance. All three 
elements come together in coupled human environment 
system. If community lives in harmony with its environ-
ment, that is the result of enabling external as well as in-
digenous factors. 
 Dr. Khan's research assessed the institutional context 
of vulnerability and studied the linkage in two areas with 
identical earthquake intensity but with different impacts in 
a comparative study of Allai Valley in the NWFP and 
Jehlum Valley in Azad Jammu and Kashmir. He conclud-
ed that the external institutions have made vulnerable 
communities more vulnerable and indigenous institutions 
have proffered communities from worst impacts. Commu-
nities’ social capital has helped them cope with the earth-
quake impacts whereas poor institutional governance has 
exasperated its impact. 
  
Discussion 
 Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen, Management Analyst, Toron-
to, Canada; and, Visiting Research Associate, SDPI, Is-
lamabad, Pakistan, as a discussant of the panel, felt a lack 
of Indian perspective on the role of NGOs in a disaster 
situation, with regard to the Tsunami that hit the region. 
Mr. Shaheen highlighted that sustainable development, 
institutional dynamics and social vulnerability in case of 
natural disaster should be addressed at three levels; mi-
cro, meso and macro. 
 At the micro level there is a need for community em-
powerment, looking at traditional ways of ensuring that 
vulnerability is guarded against. There is no better substi-
tute for actually ensuring that people are looked after, in 
their own way, own environment, in the way they engage 
best with their own surroundings.  
 At the meso level, reinforcing Dr. Khan's point, Mr. 
Shaheen said that when we bring NGOs in play, there is a 
Rights' Based Approach, indigenous responsibility and 
resilience can be captured. It seems that in order to make 
it work at the micro level, one needs to ensure that struc-
tural performance does take place. Jirga system may 
rightfully be criticized but such structure holds an important 
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part in the communities, and their positive and rightful role 
needs to be employed more and highlighted.  
 Supporting Mr. Moeed Yusuf's point, Mr. Shaheen 
stressed that at the macro level there is a need for the 
state to guide responses to disaster management. Policies 
may look good on paper but one does not know how good 
a system is unless and until it is tested in an extreme con-
dition. He further added that in terms of socio-cultural re-
sponses, one can be critical of what communities may do 
in a disaster situation, he said. But we will never know 
what would take place if those socio-cultural responses 
and traditions did not exist. That implicit sense of commu-
nity response that is embodied in community sub-systems, 
across South Asia, needs to be built upon and this per-
spective comes out in all the researches.  
 In the question and answer session, Mr. Ahmed 
Tasneem, a representative from the oil and gas company 
(Bow Energy Ltd.) reinforced Mr. Marri's point and high-
lighted the establishment's role in disaster situations and 
vulnerable communities. Environmental protection law 
agencies should have a legal pass to prohibit further deg-
radation of environment in Pakistan. In past two years, in 
five instances, major steps were taken by students and 
elderly in raising a voice against environmental degrada-
tion. There is a need for systems where the environment 
protection law and polices are really enforceable, including 
on oil and gas companies.  
 Mr. Faisal Haq Shaheen also highlighted the im-
portance and the need to assess the vulnerabilities and the 
risks involved for the governance to better understand, 
being proactive rather than reactive in risk management 
policies and plans. 

Reported by Imrana Niazi 
 
Closing Plenary: Peace and Sustainable Development 
in South Asia 
 
Keynote Speaker: Mr. Shams-ul-Mulk: Former Chairper-
son, Board of Governors, SDPI; and, former Caretaker 
Chief Minister, NWFP, Pakistan 
Moderator: Mr. Rashid-ul-Titumir, Regional Policy Coordi-
nator, ActionAid Asia, Dhaka, Bangladesh  
Vote of Thanks: Dr. Abid Q. Suleri: Executive Director, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
  
Addressing the closing plenary of the three-day Eleventh 
Sustainable Development Conference in Islamabad, Mr. 
Shams-ul-Mulk said, “In peace lies our survival, lack of 
peace is our doom.” He expressed that Pakistan is facing 
ethnic disorder and a three-“F” crisis, namely, food, finan-
cial and fuel crisis. 
 He pointed out that issues under the broad umbrella of 
“peace and sustainable development” could be brought 
under three distinct articulations: interstate, intrastate and 
inter generation equality. Mr. Mulk spoke of present, past 
and future of the issues. He highlighted that peace should 
be understood in its entirety, and in order to tackle the is-
sue, we as a region need to embrace mobilization and soli-
darity. 
 Everyone in Pakistan is a stakeholder in establishing 
peace and sustainable development. Mr. Mulk stressed 
that peace and sustainable development are interlinked 
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and interdependent; sustainability is in fact an enhance-
ment of peace, he opined.  
 Shams-ul-Mulk further said, “There is going to be a 
new paradigm of development. There should be no devel-
opment without peace and no peace without develop-
ment.” 
 South Asia as a region is poor with a large percentage 
of its population living a life of misery, ill health, ignorance 
and social injustice. There is a dire need of development in 
every sector in the region. The region did not benefit from 
the Industrial Revolution, but there should be no “blame 
game”, no individual should disown his responsibility in the 
contribution of this great cause, emphasized the keynote 
speaker.  
 Quoting an eminent Russian Noble laureate, Mr. Mulk 
said, “Future cannot be predicted but can be prepared for.” 
Twentieth century marked many achievements for many 
nations, but all the progress is dependent on making the 
right choices and investment of one’s national and natural 
assets. For this investment, the keepers of these assets 
require knowledge, knowledge to choose correctly. If one 
defers an urgent decision then he pays a compounded 
price for his incapability and inability to make the right and 
in time decision. Such decisions make the nation margin-
alized and irrelevant to the rest of the world. For the world 
it would be tragic but for humanity it would be catastrophic, 
stressed Mr. Mulk. 
 Reminiscence his time as the Caretaker Chief Minister, 
Mr. Shams-ul-Mulk shed light on peoples’ need for a better 
life, education, health, economic activities and peace. De-
velopment is a dire need of today, and not just the infra-
structural development, human development should be 
the focus of our activities. A hospital without medicine and 
doctors is not acceptable.  
 To counter situations of individual helplessness and 
human rights violation, one has to make bold decisions 
today, and making “a decision for peace”, Mr. Mulk said “is 
far more difficult than making a decision for war”. We have 
to understand and comprehend the signs and symbols to 
make the right decision. South Asia needs to progress as 
a region, and all the targets set should be achieved 
through peaceful means and a strong focus on sustainable 
development, concluded Mr. Mulk.  
 Mr. M. Rashed al Mahmud Titumir said that we are 
passing time that is conditioned by compulsive hegemonic 
world order, ethnic disorder and as well as three ‘Fs’ crisis: 
fuel, financial and fuel crisis. In this context SDPI has 
come up with an idea of talking about regional coopera-
tion, bringing new perspective, interacting with politicians, 
and other academia to have an introspection that would 
lead us to a new social order. 
 Understanding of sustainable development, security 
and peace could be comprehended through three catego-
ries; compulsive tyranny and question continuum at inter-
national level; externalization of internal contradiction at 
regional level; and heightened reproduction of escapism 
by the ruling elites at the national level. He stressed that 
one has to understand the dangerous deeds that we have 
committed and that only by facing them can we develop a 
new South Asia. He further pointed out that one has to 
understand the role of state when the IMF is on top of it.  
 To seek sustainable development in Pakistan, the Pa-
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kistani civil society has to push its establishment to take 
four concrete steps: expansion of productive capacity; ex-
pansion of capabilities (education and health), ensure that 
productive forces do not shy away from productive sector; 
and; lastly establish political stability. 
 People-to-people mobilization at the grass-root level 
can help South Asia as a region to move forward in attain-
ing peace. All this could be done through mobilization, only 
then a new South Asia could be achieved.  SDC could 
serve as a platform to strategize policies to overcome 
these hurdles lying in way of sustainable peace and devel-
opment. While concluding, he wondered how to strategize 
ourselves, what are the processes involved, and what are 
the policy instruments that are required in order to over-
come those challenges.  
Discussion 
 A large number of students from Rawalpindi and Islam-
abad universities participated in the three-day SDC. In an 
answer to a question raised by Islamic International Uni-
versity student regarding the participation of youth in the 
peace and sustainable development in the region, Mr. 
Shams-ul-Mulk stressed that students are one of the most 
valued resources of civil society and their participation in 
events, such as the SDC, is among one of the many ways 
to be aware and to become an active member in the said 
cause.  
Vote of Thanks 
 The question-and-answer session was followed by a 
vote of thanks from the Executive Director, SDPI, Dr. Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri. In his acknowledgments, he thanked Mr. 
Shams-ul-Mulk, Mr. Rashid al Mahmud Titumir and Mr. H. 
U.Beg present at the ceremony. Dr. Suleri also acknowl-
edged the financial contributors who materialized the Elev-
enth SDC 2008; namely SDPD; ActionAid Pakistan; FES, 
and Oxfam GB. 
 Dr. Suleri summed up the three-day conference as a 
success in increasing participation of youth and research-
ers, generating heated discussions and debates on sus-
tainable development related topics. The presence of the 
stakeholders in development was the core mission of the 
Eleventh Sustainable Development Conference and was 
purposefully fulfilled by the participation of policy makers, 
youth, researchers and media. SDC provided a platform 
for all the institutions to come together and explore each 
other’s stance and limitations and much was learned from 
collective wisdom of researchers coming together and au-
dience participation.  
 Dr. Abid Q. Suleri acknowledged the panel organizers’ 
efforts and all the participants traveling from around the 
world to participate in the SDPI’s agenda for peace and 
sustainable development in South Asia. The Eleventh SDC 
hosted panelists from America, Canada, Armenia, New 
Zealand, Sri Lanka, India, Nepal and many traveled from 
within Pakistan.  
 Dr. Suleri, as a member of INSA campaign as well as 
the Executive Director of the SDPI, condemned the attacks 
in Mumbai and stressed that the issue be handled with 
care and that war is not an answer neither a solution to 
resolve tension between India and Pakistan.  
Followed by Dr. Suleri’s remarks, Mr. H. U. Beg, Chairper-
son, Board of Governors, SDPI, officially declared the con-
ference closed.  
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